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From THE EDITOR 


Not Running 
On All Cylinders 


Huskers don’t have the answers 
as USC rushes to 49-31 victory 


REALISTICALLY, — Ne- 
braska needed to play a 
near-perfect game to be in 
position to upset top- 
ranked Southern Califor- 
nia. And some lucky 
bounces would have cer- 
tainly helped. 

As evidenced by the 
gaping holes in NU’s 
defense much of the night, the inability to 
run the football and allowing intercep- 
tions on back-to-back possessions in the 
third quarter, the Huskers certainly could 
have played better. 

Incredibly, USC gained 
90 yards on its first two 
rushing attempts and fin- 
ished with 313. That was 
282. more yards than 
Nebraska could muster on 
the ground. 

The Trojans played far 
from an error-free game. 
They committed 10 penal- 
ties and fumbled five 
times. But the football 
bounced right for them 
four of those times, includ- 
ing a kickoff return when a 
fumble bounced to another USC player, 
who gained an additional 31 yards. 

The Trojans showed their confidence 
from the start. Nebraska won the toss 
and deferred to the second half, but USC 
still chose to kick off and start with its 
highly regarded defense on the field. 
The Huskers were forced to punt and 
penned the Trojans back at their own 4. It 
took them just four plays to score. 
Nebraska came back to tie the game 
and even took a short-lived 10-7 lead on 
Alex Henery’s 37-yard field goal with 
9:04 left in the half. 

The ensuing kickoff included the fum- 
ble recovery that went for a big gain, and 
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On Tue Cover 

Nebraska I-back Marlon Lucky is 
snowed under by the USC defense in a 
49-31 victory. Lucky was NU's leading 
rusher with 33 yards, as the Huskers 
finished with a net of 31 yards on the 
ground. Cover photo by Scott Bruhn. 
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it took just 1:32 for USC to regain the 
lead. That was the first of five straight 
touchdowns by the Trojans in a 49-31 
victory. The 49 points were the most NU 
has allowed at home since 1945 when 
Minnesota scored 61. 

You can read more about USC’s 58th 
win in its last 62 games in this edition of 
Huskers Illustrated. In this week’s play- 
er feature, contributing editor Mike 
Babcock takes a look at senior linebacker 
Steve Octavien. Senior offensive lineman 
Victory Haines answers “10 Questions.” 

As always, we have more than foot- 
ball. Sophomore — Kori 
Cooper is featured in our 
weekly look at the No. 1- 
ranked NU _ volleyball 
team, which started its Big 
12 schedule by sweeping 
No. 7 Texas. And you can 
read part two of an exten- 
sive interview with bas- 
ketball coach Doc Sadler. 

A few | basketball 
recruits were on hand as 
well as a number of foot- 
ball recruits for the prime- 
time contest on a chilly 
September night. The long 
day of activities began with nearly 
14,000 fans at Memorial Stadium for 
ESPN’s College GameDay Saturday 
morning. 

Many of them no doubt also were a 
part of the loud and enthusiastic 84,959 
on hand eight hours later. A good part of 
the crowd left disappointed before the 
nearly four-hour game ended. 

Senior linebacker Bo Ruud expressed 
the players’ frustrations. “It’s beyond 
disappointing,” he said. “It feels terrible 
right now. This was a really bad per- 
formance from our team, and I don’t 
think it shows at all how we expect our- 
selves to play.” 

Coach Bill Callahan tried to put a pos- 
itive spin on things. 

“T love our team. | love our opportu- 
nities,” he said. “This is the third game of 
the season. We plan on playing 14. It’s 
very early on, so anything can happen. 
It’s a long season. We'll see how it all 
turns out.” 
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Desire for personal accolades became a problem last 
season, and when Steve Octavien missed five games 
because of various injuries, he was frustrated, some- 
thing that hadn’t been the case the season before when 
he missed almost the entire season. By Mike Babcock 


The Ball State review/lowa State preview edition will be mailed 
on Sept. 24. Check for updates at huskersillustrated.com. 
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State OF THE HUSKERS 


Reliable 
‘Backup’ 


Peterson says the constant competition 
among Nebraska’s receivers keeps everyone sharp 


IT’S PROBABLY SAFE TO SAY that 
Nebraska’s Todd Peterson had mixed emo- 
tions about the honor bestowed upon him 
prior to this season by Rivals.com. 

Among the avalanche of preseason rank- 
ings that tend to come about in August, 
Peterson was ranked as the No. 9 backup 
Terry wide receiver in the country. When asked 
DOUGLASS about the recognition, the junior from Grand 

Island Central Catholic admitted he didn’t 
know quite what to make of it. 

“You've kind of got to take that with a grain of salt,” 
Peterson said. “It’s a great honor, I’ve got to say, but I find it 
hard to believe that I’d be one of the 10 best backup receivers 
in the country. | don’t even think I’m the best backup receiver 
on our team. 

“It's an honor to be put on something like that when it’s a 
national thing, but you can’t put a whole lot of 
stock into it.” 

The versatile Peterson — a heady competitor 
who’s capable of playing all four wide receiver 
positions in Nebraska’s complicated West Coast 
offense — caught 19 passes last season for 307 
yards and two touchdowns. However, it was his 
seven-catch performance for 82 yards and a TD ina 
comeback win over Texas A&M that was one of the 
major factors that landed Peterson on Rivals’ “best 
backups” list, the Web site said. 

While Peterson might not be listed as a starter on 
Nebraska’s official depth chart — he actually start- 
ed the season No. 3 at the “X” wide receiver spot 
behind Maurice Purify and Nate Swift — receivers 
coach Ted Gilmore said he hardly considers 
Peterson a backup. Instead, he said the 6-foot-4, 
210-pound junior figures prominently in the Cornhuskers’ 
system that rolls several different receivers in and out of the 
game. 

“Some guys, just by the nature of the game, are going to be 
considered your starters, but as far as I’m concerned, Todd is 
one of my starters,” Gilmore said. “I have no problems putting 
him into the game in any situation.” 

Swift said tthe combination of Peterson’s athletic skills and 
intelligence allow him to seemingly always find a way to get 
onto the field. Obviously, the intelligence factor is no surprise 
as Peterson has twice been named to the first-team All-Big 12 
Conference squad and is a three-time selection on both the fall 
and spring editions of the Big 12 commissioner's honor roll. 

“Todd has always been one of those guys who can get in 
there at any spot, and that’s how he’s going to be again,” Swift 
said. “He’s going to get in there, make his plays and get his 
touchdowns like he usually does — “Touchdown Todd,” we 
call him — so he’s definitely going to have a big year.” 

In Nebraska’s offense, Peterson said there are opportunities 
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Todd Peterson had 19 
catches for 307 yards 
last season. 


for almost everyone who manages to get on the field. He said 
that fact inspires everyone to go full-tilt on every play. 

“With our offense, we set up a lot of different things,” 
Peterson said. “You get chances to get in there and block, you 
get chances to get in there on certain routes, and we set up 
certain things to get matchups that we want. 

“It’s not like we only have two starting receivers, and 
those are the only guys who play. Sometimes, we'll go five, 
six or seven deep if that’s what it takes to make plays.” 

Peterson said the constant competition among Nebraska’s 
receivers keeps everyone sharp. Besides players like Purify, 
Swift and Terrence Nunn, he said the Huskers also have very 
capable wideouts in Frantz Hardy, Menelik Holt, Dan 
Erickson, Chris Brooks and true freshman Niles Paul. 

With that kind of depth, there’s no loafing allowed. 

“You've got to stay on your toes at all times because at any 
point, if you’re not getting it done, there’s another guy wait- 
ing right behind you to get the chance,” Peterson 
said. “That's good. That’s what we need, and 
that’s what we want.” 

Despite the competition, Gilmore said 
Peterson has been instrumental in helping some 
of Nebraska’s younger receivers learn the offense. 
When Peterson missed a few days early in presea- 
son camp due to a shoulder injury, Peterson 
worked with the newcomers to the point where 
Gilmore referred to him as “Coach Peterson.” 

“That's something that’s nice to have because 
even when Todd was on the sideline, he was still 
coaching those young guys,” Gilmore said. “The 
learning curve has shrunk because we have film 
and we have older guys who can show the 
younger guys how to do it, as opposed to two 
years ago when those guys were on their own.” 

Peterson has used his considerable knowledge of the 
offense, good speed and excellent size to become a very reli- 
able target in Nebraska's offense when he’s been called upon 
over the past two seasons. 

“Todd has become a great receiver,” Nunn said. “He had a 
great offseason and a great summer. He was working out a 
lot and doing everything he could to make himself better.” 

Peterson, who had 29 career receptions for 465 yards and 
four TDs through the Wake Forest game, said he doesn’t tend 
to center his individual goals solely on mere statistics. 

“(The catches) are just going to come, but I just want to 
push the guys in front of me — push Mo and Nate and never 
let them get comfortable and make them better receivers,” 
Peterson said. “I think they’re both great players, and if we 
can build that depth to where we're going out there every 
week and competing, it will just make us a better receiving 
corps.” 


Terry Douglass is the sports editor of the Grand Island 
(Neb.) Independent. He can be reached at terry.douglass@msn.com 
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From THE BEAT 


Noving 
Along 


Ball State expects to have a stellar passing offense 
behind sophomore quarterback Davis 


TO BALL STATE'S fifth-year coach Brady 
Hoke, the choice was simple. Put the ball 
in the hands of sophomore quarterback 
Nate Davis. 

The Cardinals were trailing Miami, 
Ohio, 7-3 in their Aug. 31 season opener, 
and in the final minute of the first half 
Curt faced a fourth-and-4 from the RedHawks’ 
McKEEVER 6-yard line. Rather than attempt a chip- 
shot field goal, Hoke opted to try and inject some momen- 
tum into his team’s offense. 

Davis would end up sailing an under-pressure pass 
over the head of his tailback for an incompletion, leaving 
Miami happy to run out the clock with the lead. 

In hindsight, Hoke might have been better off kicking 
the field goal, as his team walked off the field with a frus- 
trating 14-13 defeat. 

But nobody really questioned him putting f 
his faith in Davis in that situation. 

Consider that last season, Davis came off the 
bench in his first collegiate game to throw three 
touchdowns. Then, four games later, in his first 
start, he threw for 298 yards and four scores. 

In early November, he almost engineered a 
monumental upset at Michigan, completing 18 
of 34 passes for 250 yards and a TD in a 34-26 
loss. 

By season’s end, the 6-foot-2, 214-pounder 
had thrown for 1,975 yards (fourth most at Ball 
State) and tied the school record of 18 touch- 
downs. 

The Sporting News named him an honor- 
able-mention Freshman All-American, and this 
season he’s one of 32 candidates for the Manning Award, 
presented to the nation’s top quarterback. 

Davis certainly looked worthy of being in such compa- 
ny when the Cardinals returned to action at Eastern 
Michigan the week after their tough loss. 

On Ball State’s first play from scrimmage, he threw a 
swing pass to the same player he missed on the fourth- 
down play against Miami for a 77-yard gain. Three plays 
later, the Cardinals took a 7-0 lead en route to posting a 
38-16 victory. 

While Davis completed just half of his 38 passes (his 
second-lowest percentage in nine career starts), he pro- 
duced personal bests of 306 yards and four touchdowns. 

“We were all in rhythm,” Davis told the Muncie (Ind.) 
Star Press. “Everybody was calm, and we just went out 
and played our game. .. . We competed on every down, 
and never let up.” 

Even so, Davis sounded unimpressed about having 
played his second straight turnover-free game. 
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Nate Davis threw for 
1,975 yards in 2006 as 
a freshman. 


“We're moving along, but we’re not at a point where 
we want to be,” he said. “We're going to get there by 
working hard every day.” 

Ball State fully expects to have a stellar passing offense 
this season behind Davis, wide receiver Dante Love and 
tight end Darius Hill. Last season, Love made 52 catches 
for 735 yards, while Hill, named in Sports Illustrated as 
the “Best Player You've Never Heard Of,” caught 42 pass- 
es for 741 yards and tied the school’s single-season record 
of 10 touchdowns. 

Love followed up an eight-catch, 80-yard opening- 
game effort by grabbing seven passes for 114 yards and 
two TDs against Eastern Michigan. He also lined up some 
at quarterback and rushed three times for 37 yards. 

The Cardinals do have concerns about their young 
offensive line, but their biggest issues are to build on the 
defensive improvement that occurred during 
the latter half of 2006. 

During the first six games last year, Ball 
State gave up an average of 482 yards. Over 
the final six, that number was 385 yards. The 
Cardinals then started off 2007 by allowing 
Miami just 296 yards and Eastern Michigan 
262. They also extended a string of having held 
their last five Mid-American Conference oppo- 
nents to 17 points or less. 

Some of that credit belongs to junior 
punter Chris Miller. A 2007 Playboy preseason 
All-American, Miller earned All-American 
honors from The Sporting News last season 
after averaging 46.3 yards per kick. Equally as 
important as his No. 2 national average was 
his putting 20 kicks inside the opponent's 20- 
yard line. 

With that kind of field position, it’s no wonder Ball 
State expects to continue to improve defensively. 

“We're playing a lot faster than we used to,” Cardinals 
defensive coordinator Mark Smith told the Star Press. 
“We've adopted a more aggressive philosophy.” 

Indeed, during its first two games, the Ball State 
defense went from forcing four three-and-out series to 
seven. 

“T think we could be a very good defense, a fast 
defense, a defense that plays through the whistle,” Hoke 
told the Star Press. “Those are things kids can do natural- 
ly” 

Safe to say, Hoke’s feelings about his quarterback fall 
along the same line. They come about naturally. 


Curt McKeever is a sportswriter for the Lincoln Journal Star. 
In addition to reporting on football, he is the primary beat writer for 
baseball. Curt can be reached at cmckeever@journalstar.com 
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7m A Running Back 
Playing Linebacker’ 


By Mike Bascock @ Pxotos: Scott BRUHN 


persistent newspaper reporter posed the ques- 
tion of Steve Octavien, hoping to get the senior 
weakside linebacker to respond in a certain 
way. Octavien did not. 
Would you rather make a jarring tackle that 
knocked a quarterback out of a game or force a 
fumble that was returned for a touchdown? “Be honest,” 
the reporter said. 

“They're both good. I don’t know,” Octavien 
replied. “I couldn’t tell you.” 

After all, either could change the 
game’s momentum. 

The reporter changed the 
question. 

Would you rather hit a 
quarterback hard enough to 
knock him out of a game 
or slap the ball out of his 
hand, producing =a 
turnover? In — other 
words, personal or team 
considerations? 

“Whatever helps the 
team...” 

Before Octavien could 
finish his answer, the 
reporter interrupted. 

“Oh, don’t give me that,” 
said the reporter. 

Octavien started again. “If the 
big hit’s not going to win the game, 
I'll go with a national championship 
(play). So you've got to go for the team,” he 
said. 

“That's lame,” the reporter said. 

“T can’t go for the crushing hit,” said Octavien. 

He’s not concerned about individual accomplishments. 

“I'm here to glorify God, not myself,” he said. 

A year ago, Octavien might not have responded quite 
that way. Not that he was egotistical, really. He’s never 
come off that way, not around reporters anyhow. But when 
people say so many good things about you, ignoring those 
things can be difficult. And that’s what happened to him. 

He had played well in spring practice. He was healthy 
again, after missing all but one quarter and a few seconds 
of another of his first season at Nebraska. And he was a 
focus of attention. 
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STEVI 
OCTAVIEN 


Following a practice near the end of training camp in 
2006, as he talked to a circle of reporters, teammate Corey 
McKeon stopped briefly on his way to the locker room. 

“Come on, man, get out of here,” Octavien said with a 
smile. 

“Steve's the most famous one-quarter wonder I’ve ever 
met,” said McKeon. 

That was the truth, unless you counted the 2006 Spring 
Game, in which Octavien intercepted a pass and, well, 
made two tackles. People were looking for reasons to 
praise him. But even taking that into consideration he was 

a one-quarter-and-a-glorified-scrimmage wonder. 
Even defensive coordinator Kevin 
Cosgrove, his position coach, had nice 
things to say. “He’s got to get in bet- 
ter condition; he knows that. But 
he certainly has the ability.” 

No one has ever ques- 
tioned that. 

Octavien came to 

Nebraska from William 

Rainey Harper College in 

the Chicago suburb of 

Palatine, Ill., a four-star 

recruit and member of a 

nationally ranked Corn- 

husker class that includ- 

ed Harrison Beck, Marlon 

Lucky, Ndamukong Suh 

and Zack Bowman among 
the most heralded. 

The class also included Zac 
Taylor, one of four other junior 
college transfers who enrolled with 
Octavien at mid-term and were able to 
participate in spring practice. 

Octavien had played in only four games 
as a sophomore at William Rainey Harper, the first three 
and the last, because of a knee injury. But he was a domi- 
nating presence on defense as a freshman, with 124 tack- 
les, including 15 for losses and eight sacks. He also inter- 
cepted three passes. 

And he was held out of one game that season because 
of injury. He was bound to do the same at Nebraska. He 
was an impact linebacker, a defensive playmaker. 

That he was at William Rainey Harper was an example 
of what sometimes happens in recruiting. Illinois encour- 
aged him to enroll there, he said, to get his grades up. 

The scholarship he had been offered out of high school 
in Naples, Fla., was given to someone else. But he was told 
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he would get a scholarship after one 
year at the junior college. 

That didn’t happen. 
screwed me over,” he has said. 

Octavien was recruited by Illinois 
as a wide receiver, a position he had 
played on offense at Lely High School 
— along with running back. From the 
time he started playing Pop Warner 
League football he had been a run- 
ning back. He can still recount his 
touchdown totals: 19, 16, 12. 

That last year “we had another 
great running back,” Octavien said. 
“He scored like 40 touchdowns. We 
had a lot of running backs. But that 
was Pop Warner, of course. 

“T’m not going to sit here and talk 
about Pop Warner.” 

He can still watch those games, 
however. The coach preserved them 
on video. 

Octavien misses playing running 
back and being able to score touch- 
downs. “T know what I can do,” he 
said. “Maybe I wouldn't be an All- 
American running back, but I know 
I'd be more than an average running 
back. I think I could be very produc- 
tive playing running back, too. I 
always tell the coaches if they want 
some touchdowns, they can put mein 
because I’m a running back playing 
linebacker.” 

When he began practice at William 
Rainey Harper, “I was actually in the 
running backs line,” he said. “They 
wanted me to play running back, but 
‘We have no linebackers.’ ” 

Welcome to the defense, Steve. 

Octavien often is compared to for- 
mer Cornhusker weakside lineback- 
ers Terrell Farley and Demorrio 
Williams because of his speed and 
strength. He ran the second leg on the 
Division III junior college national 
champion 4x100-meter relay as well 
as winning the Divi 
title. 

He considered competing in track 
and field at Nebraska, too, and he’s 
among the strongest players on the 
football team, having bench pressed 
over 500 pounds — at 6-foot and 235, 
give or take. 

Before the start of summer condi- 
tioning, he went home to Florida and 
trained for a month with Kim Butts, 
one of his high school coaches. Butts 
also has worked with his sister 
Dayana, a three-time track and field 
All-American at South Florida. 


“They 


ion IL discus 
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Linebacker Steve Octavien said he doesn’t do a lot of talking, but “I do a lot of pointing.” 


Dayana is training for the 2008 
Olympics in Beijing. 

A younger sister, Christina, is 
headed to Alabama on a track and 
field scholarship next year. 

Training with Butts in high school 
(he was a football assistant, too) pre- 
pared him for Cornhusker strength 
coach Dave Kennedy, Octavien said. 
“It’s just like working with Coach K. 

“It’s impossible not to get stronger. 
It's impossible not to work hard. 
They don’t let you not work hard. If 
you don’t work hard, you're not 
there. You’re sweating after warm- 
ups, seriously.” 

Seriously ) 
Octavien plays defense. And though 


describes the way 


he’s not as likely to score a touch- 
down, he gets similar satisfaction 
from rushing the passer. Check that, 
he gets similar satisfaction from hit- 
ting the quarterback before becoming 
a passer by releasing the ball. 


SY Bai? 


Octavien is a key figure in blitz 

packages. Cosgrove’s schemes in the 
“30” package call for him to line up in 
various places, in particular on the 
edge, where he can use his quickness 
to avoid less-mobile tackles. His abil- 
ity to do that has been enhanced in 
practice, going against Carl Nicks. 
won't face many tackles as 
strong as him. And he has great foot- 
work,” 
very strong. Many times, he literally 
has flipped me. We always used to 
battle, always.” 
During the season, the top units 
don’t line up against each other. In 
the spring and training camp, howev- 
er, he and Nicks went at it, never 
fisticuffs, but the exchanges often 
were heated. 

During one practice, as Octavien 
leaped toward the quarterback, Nic 
pushed him over, to enthusiastic 
cheers from the offensive huddle. 


said Octavien. “He’s very, 


Octavien was quick to respond. 
“That's when it really escalated,” he 
said. “I came off the edge and kind of 
bull-rushed him to the ground. | 
know his strength. I'll get his feet off- 
balance. I'll bull-rush him. He'll 
almost fall back, and he'll get yelled 
at.” 

He and Nicks, who confirms 
Octavien’s account, are friends off the 
field. And they'll talk when they line 
up against each other during practice. 
“Tl get you this play,” they'll say. 

Once I-back Major Culbert’s 
responsibility was to pick him up, 
Octavien said. But he pushed Culbert 
to the ground, only to have to deal 
with Nicks, who “was like, ‘Aw, man, 
you pushed my man down’ So he 
came and blocked me. That wasn’t his 
job. He was just mad about what I did 
to Major.” 

The battles he won with Nicks did- 
n’t end in vicious hits on the quarter- 
back, of course. Nebraska’s quarter- 
backs wear don’t-tackle green jerseys 
in practice. And Octavien wouldn't 
anyway. 

But opposing quarterbacks are 
another matter. 

The last time he blitzed against 
Nevada, he got to the quarterback, 
along with another defender, maybe 
Phillip Dillard, maybe someone else; 
he’s not sure. But he is sure of the 
result. 

The prone quarterback was 
“moaning, ‘Ahhh .. .’” Octavien said. 
And Octavien was reminded of the 
Florida-Florida State game in 1996 (he 
thought it was), when Florida quar- 
terback Danny Wuerffel, the Heisman 
Trophy winner that season, was 
knocked down time and again. “That 
went through my head. ‘This kid is 
getting pressured like Danny 
Wuerffel was, getting scared and 
nervous,’ ” 

Intimidation is essential to a suc- 
cessful defense, at least 60 or even 70 
percent of it, according to Octavien. “1 
have never seen a quiet defense win 
the national championship,” he said. 


He doesn’t do a lot of talking to 
that end. But “I do a lot of pointing. I 
get a lot of eye contact and let them 
know, just get them a little nervous, 
let them know that’s how it works,” 
he said. 

“With me blitzing off the edge, I 
know they know I'm coming.” 

He also wants quarterbacks to 
know he’s coming with a purpose, to 
knock them out of the game, “not so 
he wouldn’t play the next week but 
just out for our game. You mess up 
the chemistry and get the second- 
stringer in there. It just messes every- 
thing up and makes it a lot easier for 
our defense. 

“Personally, | would like to knock 
out every quarterback . . . that’s the 
goal. We'll do it. We'll probably knock 
out at least five quarterbacks; I guar- 


SHIPPING 


antee it,” said Octavien. 

For the team, not for personal acco- 
lades, as the reporter was trying to get 
him to say. 

Desire for personal accolades 
became a problem last season, and 
when he missed five games because 
of various injuries, he was frustrated, 
something that hadn’t been the case 
the season before when he missed all 
but the first quarter and a few sec- 
onds into the second of the opener. 

Former Cornhusker Matt Penland, 
a chaplain, “truly helped me get to 
where I am today,” Octavien said. 
“Spiritually, he got me to where | 
need to be. You have people talk to 
you, talk to you so much, you get big- 
headed. He got me to realize that’s 
not what we live for. It’s to glorify 
God. 

“Put God first in your life and 
everything will come together.” 

Octavien didn’t find religion. He 
had that. He just needed perspective. 
His goal is still to play in the NFL, for 
instance, “but I don’t let it become 
consuming like I used to,” he said. 

“When it comes, it comes. I’m not 
even worrying about it.” Hf 


Announcers call out 
your fan's FULL 
NAME I6 times as the 
hero for the Huskers. 
Includes all the sound 


effects (Tunnel Walk, 
fight song, etc.). 10 
thrilling minutes. 
Goose bumps are 
guaranteed! 


Choose from 5 
Husker sports. Plus 
45 NCAA teams, 
NEL, MLB and 
NASCAR now 
available. 
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10 Questions 


ictory Haines is a man for all positions in the offen- 
sive line. He was recruited as a tackle out of Snow 
College in Ephraim, Utah, where he also played “a 
little bit of guard.” 

But center? No way. When he was told he would be prac- 
ticing there during the Cornhuskers’ Cotton Bowl practices, “I 
thought it was a joke,” he said. 

After all, not too many centers stand 6-foot-7. 

“Tt took a lot of patience,” said Haines. “It took trusting the 
coaches to be able to get through the tough things because 
center’s a tough position.” 

By the end of bowl practices, he was comfortable snapping 
the ball. 

The transition was facilitated by his paying close attention 
in meetings, not only to the responsibilities at tackle but also 
to those of center and guard. 

“That's what the center needs to know, what everybody's 
doing,” he said. 

Practicing against Ola Dagunduro, Barry Cryer and 
Ndamukong Suh, “all amazing defensive linemen,” helped 
his learning curve, “what was expected of me,” said Haines. 
A question he’s often asked is how he came by his first 
name. 

His dad served two tours of duty during the Vietnam War, 
and a friend who died was named Victory. But that’s not all. 
“When I was born, the umbilical cord was wrapped around 
my neck, so it was like a ‘victory’ over death,” Haines said. 

His middle name, Phillip, also has significance. 

It was the name of another of his dad’s friends who died in 
Vietnam. 


If you could only eat one thing 
for the next month, what would it be? 
“Paprikas csirke; it’s this Hungarian dish. Chicken paprika 
is what it is. It’s pretty spicy, but it’s really good. I went back to 
Hungary in May to visit friends, and they made me some 
paprikas csirke.” 
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Victory HAINES 


Senior Offensive Lineman 
Logan, Utah 


if your life were made into a movie, 
who would you pick to play your character? 

“That's a good question. I'd say Dirk Nowitzki. When we 
went to a Mavericks’ game down in Dallas (for the Cotton 
Bowl), I had my goatee, and people were thinking I was Dirk 
Nowitzki.” 

What do you remember about the first 
Nebraska game you ever attended? 

“Well, I was at the Spring Game, but that doesn’t really 
count. So the first was Louisiana Tech. | really hadn’t been to 
many Division I college football games, high-caliber, Big 12 
games. So it was an eye-opener, the crowd and everything.” 

What three things do you have to have 
on your iPod? 

“Probably some Michael Jackson songs, his old stuff. I’m try- 
ing to think what I have on mine. | have just like random songs. 
I don’t have any particular genre, anything from country to rap, 
pretty much anything. I actually have grown to like even some 
classical music, believe it or not.” 

What’s the best movie you've seen recently? 

“One of my favorites is ‘Life Is Beautiful.’ It’s an Italian, for- 
eign flick. It’s about a Nazi concentration camp, about a man in 
a horrible situation, but he’s able to still find optimism. He’s 
with his son and he convinces his son that it’s a big game, that 
they're trying to earn points to get a big prize. | rented it. I’ve 
seen it a couple of times. It’s really good.” 

If you could spend 30 minutes with a celebrity, 

sports or otherwise, who would you pick 
and what would you ask? 

“I'm a huge Oakland Raiders fan and so I would probably 
say like John Madden. It would be good to sit down with him 
and talk X’s and O's about football. Ever since the second grade, 
I’ve been a die-hard Raiders fan. | always liked Tim Brown.” 

Other than family, 
what do you miss most about home? 

“I'd just say the mountains, the Wasatch Mountains, being 
able to look up and see some mountains. I’m only a 10-minute 
drive away from some really beautiful sights.” 

When you cook for yourself, what's your specialty? 

“When I have time? When I’m really hungry and I’m making 
it for a bunch of people, | make rakott krumpli. It’s another 
Hungarian dish, basically a potato casserole with chopped-up 
eggs and sour cream. It’s really good. | miss the food in 
Hungary.” 

What's your most embarrassing moment 
on a football field? 

“Last spring, we had a scrimmage and I was playing center. 
I forgot the snap count and everybody else moved except me. I 
didn’t remember the count. The coaches weren't too happy. I 
was the only one who wasn’t moving. | would have to say that 
was the most embarrassing.” 

If you could excel at the collegiate level in a sport 
other than football, what sport would it be? 

“Basketball, even junior college people encouraged me to try 
out, to walk on. I played basketball in high school. I actually do 
have good shooting range. Well, I feel | do. I’m no NBA three- 
point shooter, but I can shoot from the outside.” ll 
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(Johnny Rodgers’ career-receiving records, once seemingly unbreakable, are 
likely to fall in the not-too-distant future, under an assault facilitated by coach Bill 
Callahan's West Coast offense. This season, Huskers Illustrated takes a look at 
the all-time best receivers, as senior Terrence Nunn continues to climb on the all- 
time receptions list, topped by Rodgers.) 


GUY INGLES (1968-70) No. 88 5-9, 158 Omaha, Neb. 


He was tough, as Nebraska's 1970 media guide pointed out. Ingles ranked 
with former Cornhuskers such as Frank Solich and Larry Wachholtz “in the 
rugged department,” it said. An all-state football player and three-sport athlete 
at Omaha Westside High School, he was “small, but mighty.” And he was the 
first receiver in Cornhusker history to catch passes for 1,000 yards during his 
career. He finished with 1,157 yards and 11 touchdowns on 74 catches, which 
ranked second all-time behind Jeff Kinney when he finished. He held the receiv- 
ing-yards record for less than a year, however. Johnny Rodgers swept past him 
as a junior in 1971. Ingles also broke the school record for receiving yards in a 
game, catching five passes for 163 yards and a touchdown against Oklahoma 
State in 1969. That record held until 1976, when Chuck Malito caught four pass- 
es for 166 yards against Hawaii. Ingles was second to Rodgers in receptions (34) 
and receiving yards (603) with eight touchdown catches for coach Bob Devaney’s 
first national championship team in 1970 and earned second-team All-Big Eight 
recognition. He was a graduate assistant under coach Tom Osborne, coaching 
the freshman team, and he served as an assistant for former Cornhusker coach- 
es Jerry Moore at Texas Tech and Monte Kiffin at North Carolina State before 
returning to Nebraska to become an investment advisor. 


10 WHO TRANSFERRED 
(Quarterback Sam Keller spent his first 
three seasons at Arizona State before trans- 
ferring to Nebraska. Here are 10 others 
among the former Cornhuskers who began 
their college careers at another four-year 
school and transfered directly to Nebraska. 
There are more. If you can add to the list, 

contact HI at mbabcock1@neb.rr.com.) 


Scott Frost, QB (1996-97) ... Stanford 
Jim Scott, C (1990-92)... Kearney St. 
Bob Sledge, OT (1986-88)... 
South Dakota 
Mark Schellen, FB (1982-83). . . 
Nebraska-Omaha 
Jarvis Redwine, IB (1979-80)... 
Oregon State 
Vince Ferragamo, QB (1975-76) 
California 
Jim Burrow, DB (1974-75)... 
Mississippi 
Dean Gissler, DL (1973-75) .. . Air Force 
Bob Revelle, SE (1972)... USC 
Dave Theisen (1962-63) .. . Marquette 


FORTY-PLUS CLUB 
(Junior punter Dan Titchener started the 
season strong, averaging 44.9 yards per punt 
in the first two games. Sam Koch set the 
school single-season record in 2005, one of 
26 times a Cornhusker punter has averaged 
40 or more yards per kick.) 


Sam Koch (2005) 46.50 
Kyle Larson (2003) 45.12 
Dan Hadenfeldt (1999) 44.98 
Bill Lafleur (1998) 44.94 
Jesse Kosch (1996) 44.7 
Dan Hadenfeldt (2000) 43.79 
Grant Campbell (1981) 43.4 
Kyle Larson (2002) 43.23 
Mike Stigge (1992) 43.9 
Jim Cederdahl (1951) 42.8 
Darin Erstad (1994) 42.6 
Kyle Larson (2001) 42.52 
Mike Stigge (1991) 42.0 
Dan Wingard (1985) 42.0 
Mike Stigge (1990) 41.4 
Gerald Ferguson (1948) 41.4 
Sam Koch (2004) 41,27 
Byron Bennett (1993) 41.2 
Scott Livingston (1984) 41.2 
Jack Pesek (1947) 41,2 
Tim Smith (1977) 41.1 
Randy Lessman (1976) 40.9 
Scott Livingston (1983) 40.8 
John Kroeker (1988) 40.6 
Jesse Kosch (1995) 40.3 
Rich Sanger (1972) 40.2 


BACK HOME IN INDIANA 
(Next up for Nebraska is Ball State, locat- 
ed in Muncie, Ind. The teams have never met 
on a football field. The Cornhuskers have 
played Division | teams from Indiana, howev- 
er.) 


Indiana (Nebraska trails 7-9-3)... 
Bloomington 
Notre Dame (Nebraska leads 8-7-1)... 
South Bend 
Purdue (Nebraska trails 0-1). . . 
West Lafayette 
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RECRUITING 


Many Visitors 


to take a number of other visits. 


Player 

Will Compton 
Sean Fisher 
Blaine Gabbert 
Bryce Givens 
Jonas Gray 
Eric Harper 
Ricky Henry 


Tyson Hetzer 
Adrian Hilburn 
Dan Hoch 

Keelan Johnson 
John Levorson 
Cameron Meredith 
Shaun Mohler 
Collins Okafor 
Darius Parish 
Doug Rippy 
Baker Steinkuhler 
David Whitmore 
Josh Williams 
D.J. Woods 


ey . 
Chris Harper of Wichita, Kan., said he plans 


Commitments 
among those 
scheduled to 
visit campus 
By Rick Shaw 


ebraska headed into its 
much-anticipated con- 
test against Southern 
California with a 2-0 
record and 21 commitments for its 
recruiting class of 2008. The Huskers 
hoped to pick up the pledges of a few 
more athletes, as NU was slated to 
play host to 13 out-of-state visitors. 
Current Nebraska commitments 


Wt. 40 
214 4.5 
210 4.6 
226 4.65 


Bryce Givens, Cameron Meredith, 
Josh Williams and Jonas Gray were all 
scheduled to take their official visits 
to Lincoln on the weekend of Sept. 14. 
In addition, a host of other highly 
recruited prospects, including Adrian 
Bushell, Raevon Samuel, Marc 
Anthony and Dion Jordan were 
expected to spend the weekend in 
Nebraska as well. 

Could the Huskers lock up the 
pledges of some of these uncommit- 
ted prospects? 

One prospect who was doubtful 
that he’d be ready to solidify a college 
decision anytime soon was Chris 
Harper out of Northwest High School 
in Wichita, Kan. The 6-foot-2, 231- 
pound athlete said he hoped to take a 
number of visits over the course of 
the year. 

Harper will follow up an unofficial 


Hometown (School) 

Bonne Terre, Mo. (North County) 
Omaha, Neb. (Millard North) 
Ballwin, Mo. (Parkway West) 


257 i Denver, Colo. (J.K. Mullen) 

213 : Detroit, Mich. (Country Day) 

220 Marrero La. (John Ehret) 

300 : Omaha, Neb. (Burke/North Dakota State 
College of Science) 


3 


7 
2 
6 
0 
4 
4 222 
3 
1 
2 
6 
2 
4 
0 


265 : Glendora, Calif. (Citrus CC) 

190 : San Francisco, Calif. (City College of SF) 
295 hi Harlan, lowa 

195 ; Mesa, Ariz. 

185 i Crete, Neb. 

Santa Ana, Calif. (Mater Dei) 

225 : Costa Mesa, Calif. (Orange Coast CC) 
210 t Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 

325 H Wichita, Kan. 

218 : Columbus, Ohio (McKinley) 

290 ‘ Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 

190 ; Port Arthur, Texas (Memorial) 

220 é Denton, Texas (Ryan) 

169 Strongsville, Ohio 


For more daily recruiting information, visit Huskerslllustrated.com, a member of the Rivals.com network. 
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visit to Nebraska on Sept. 15 with an 
official visit to Notre Dame the week- 
end of Sept. 21. He also hopes to 
schedule an official trip to Cal and 
attend games at Missouri, Kansas 
State and Kansas before the end of the 
season. 

“T have somewhere between 10 and 
20 offers now,” Harper said. “I really 
don’t have any favorites yet. I plan to 
take all five of my official visits and 
have a (college) decision sometime in 
January or February.” 

Harper is a unique athlete, possess- 
ing linebacker size and skill position 
speed (4.45-second 40-yard dash). 
Rated the No. 16 athlete in the country 
(four stars) by Rivals.com, the talent- 
ed prospect from Wichita earned all- 
city honors at quarterback as a junior, 
rushing for more than 1,000 yards and 
passing for more than 500. 

In his first game of the 2007 slate, 
Harper rushed for 190 yards and four 
touchdowns while passing for anoth- 
er 34 yards. He said, if possible, he’d 
like to continue lining up behind cen- 
ter in college. 

“Some of the schools that have 
offered me, like Kansas State, Illinois 
and Missouri, like me at quarterback,” 
Harper said. “Other schools, like 
Notre Dame, Cal, Nebraska and Texas 
A&M like me more as a receiver or all- 
around athlete. I’m open to playing 
other positions, but I prefer quarter- 
back. 

He said he was looking forward to 
the trip to Nebraska. “I’ve been told 
by a few other recruits that they have 
the best facilities around, so I’m look- 
ing forward to seeing all of that and 
meeting with the coaches.” 

Another — top 
area athlete plan- 
ning to attend the 
game was Kyler 
Reed of — St. 
Thomas Aquinas 
High School in 
Overland Park, 
Kan.). At 6-3 and 
205 pounds, Reed 
also. has the ‘yjer Reed 
potential to play a 
number of positions when he gets to 
college. 

“Il have something like 10 offers 
right now,” Reed said, “but my four 
favorite schools are Nebraska, 
Northwestern, Kansas and Kansas 
State. Nebraska likes me more at line- 
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2009 Offers 
Go Out Early 


By Sean Stevens 


hile the 2007 season is barely underway, Nebraska’s 2008 recruit- 
ing class is nearly complete. With 21 oral commitments in 
September, the Husker staff can “cherry pick” the remaining 
members of its class and begin looking at 2009 recruits. 

Sept. 1 is the first day that junior players can receive scholarship offers in 
writing, and the NU staff wasted no time getting them in the mail. Rivals.com 
has already confirmed 11 written offers, but there are surely more than that out 
there. 

Among the players confirmed with a written Nebraska scholarship offer are 
seven members of the Rivals.com 100 Players to Watch for 2009, 

Running back Bryce Brown (6-foot, 212 pounds) may 
well be the top prospect in the entire 2009 class. The 
speedy and powerful back from Wichita, Kan. told Rivals 
that he received more than 50 letters that day, and nearly 
every envelope included a written offer. Schools such as 
Florida, Florida State, Michigan, Oklahoma and Southern 
California joined NU in offering him on day one. 

Another running back to receive an NU offer is Cierre 
Wood (6-0, 176) of Oxnard, Calif. Wood ran for more than 
1,400 yards and 17 touchdowns in 2007 while adding near- 
ly 600 yards receiving and seven scores. Florida was also 
among the early offers he received. 

Russell Shepard (6-2, 183) is a dual-threat quarterback 
from Houston, Texas, who also sports offers from Arkansas, Alabama, Iowa, 
Minnesota, Texas A&M, and Texas Tech. Shepard rushed for more than 1,300 
yards and 20 touchdowns while throwing for nearly 700 yards as a sophomore. 

Next door in Iowa, wide receiver Keenan Davis (6-3, 182) of Cedar Rapids 
also received his Husker offer to go along with an offer from the home-state 
Hawkeyes. With an electronic 4.52-second 40-yard dash, Davis has the size and 
speed to be a difference-maker in Division I. 

Arizona has been fertile recruiting ground for NU lately, and the Huskers 
have made an offer to Scottsdale defensive end Corey Adams (6-4, 272). Schools 
to tender Adams early included Arizona, Arizona State, Florida, Michigan and 
Oregon, among others. 

Jamarkus McFarland (6-3, 280) is being billed as the top player in Texas for 
2009. The defensive end has offers from Texas A&M and Oklahoma State to go 
with his Husker offer, and he said that he’s wide open at this point in the 
process. 

Inside linebacker Tana Patrick (6-3, 215) sports 4.5 speed and a nose for the 
football, confirmed by his 103 tackles as a sophomore. Alabama, Auburn, 
Georgia, and LSU joined Nebraska in offering him early. 

Outside of the early top 100 are two other notable recruits with written 
Husker offers. 

Jenks, Okla., cornerback Gabe Lynn (6-0, 180) is the younger brother of cur- 
rent Husker linebacker Phillip Dillard. He has 4.5 speed to go with excellent 
size, shows a nose for the ball and likes to hit. Lynn said that he is wide open 
in recruiting, but having his brother in Lincoln can’t hurt the Huskers’ chances. 

Kansas City, Mo., athlete Nathan Scheelhaase (6-2, 181) was to be in Lincoln 
for the USC game on an unofficial visit. lowa and Arkansas also offered him 
early. 


Bryce Brown 
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backer, while the other three say they 
want me to play receiver. However, 
all four schools tell me that I could 
start out at the position of my choice.” 

Rated as the No. 7 prospect in 
Kansas (three stars) by Rivals, Reed 
kicked off his senior season earlier 
this month with a four-touchdown 
performance against Kansas City 
Washington. He finished the game 
with five receptions for 118 nit and 
two touchdowns. He also added a 35- 
yard run for a score and threw a 3 
yard touchdown pass from the half- 
back slot. 

“I’m going to take an unofficial 
visit with my dad and coach to watch 
Nebraska play USC,” Reed said. 
“Nebraska has always been my 
favorite team, and that is why I’m big 
on them. With Kansas and Kansas 
State, I like the coaches a lot. As far as 
Northwestern, I really like what I 
hear about their academic reputation. 

“I'll probably take a visit to 
Northwestern sometime in October 
and, hopefully, will be able to make a 
decision sometime soon after. By that 
time, I will have seen all four of my 
finalists.” 

DeVonte Christopher, yet another 
versatile player, also planned to be in 
Lincoln for the 
USC game. The 6- 
1, 180-pound ath- 
lete out of 
Canyon Springs 
High School in 
North Las Vegas, 
Nev., can play 
receiver or defen- 
sive back, though 
he prefers quar- 
terback. 

Christopher, rated the No, 5 
prospect (three stars) in the state by 
Rivals, earned first-team all-confer- 
ence honors as a junior after passing, 
for 2,609 yards and 32 touchdowns 
and adding another 480 yards and 
three scores on the ground. 

“UNLV, San Diego State and 
Wyoming are recruiting me for quar- 
terback,” Christopher said. “Even 
Stanford — they've said they’d give 
me a shot there. I'd prefer to play 
quarterback, but I think I’d do good 
at any position if quarterback doesn’t 
work out for me. 

“If I wanted to play receiver | 
know where I'd go — Nebraska. I like 
the tradition that they have. They 
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DeVonte Christopher 


Linebacker commit Will Compton said he 


and other members of the 2008 recruiting 
class have formed a close bond. 


have good academics, their coaches 
seem really cool, and they’d give mea 
chance to show I can play.” 

Christopher was to visit Lincoln 
with his teammate, four-star receiver 
Raevon Samuel. 

Two Nebraska pledges from 
Missouri were to make the trip to 


Lincoln to watch the Huskers’ clash 
with the Trojans. Quarterback Blaine 
Gabbert and linebacker Will 
Compton were scheduled to be on 
hand, with their families. 

Compton said he and others from 
the 2008 Husker recruiting class have 
formed a close bond. He said he 
expects that to translate to on-the- 
field success when the group arrives 
in Lincoln next summer. 

“My freshman year, I’m looking to 
get on the field and help Nebraska 
stay in the ratings,” Compton said, 
“but by my sophomore year, | want to 
be a true Blackshirt and help the team 
get better and better. The chemistry is 
already great. This recruiting class is 
already very close, and it’s only going 
to continue getting better. 

“T talk with D.J. Woods, Doug 
Rippy, Jonas Gray and Blaine 
(Gabbert) all the time. We all talk 
about how sweet it’s going to be play- 
ing together in college. It will be great 
to see some of those guys in Lincoln 
for the USC game.” 


For more daily recruiting informa- 
tion, visit huskersillustrated.com, a 
member of the Rivals.com network. 
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Nebraska 
head coach 
Bill Callahan 
and wide 
receivers 
coach Ted 
Gilmore (left) 
watch the 
clock wind 
down. 
(Photo by 
Scott Bruhn) 


Third-quarter 
interceptions give 
Trojans momentum 


By Mike Babcock 
Photos: Scott Bruhn 


ure, he would have preferred a closer half- 
time score against top-ranked USC. But 21- 
10 deficit or not, “we felt we were in a good 
position,” Nebraska quarterback Sam 
Keller said. 
“We felt we were in a good spot to come 
out and get a score and be down four points.” 

And if the Cornhuskers could have done that, well, who 
knows what might have happened? The thing is, they did- 
n't do it. In fact, less than 6 minutes into the second half, 
they trailed 35-10. 

“Boom, boom, two picks and they’ve got momentum,” 
said Keller, who threw 54 passes, 36 of them complete, two 
for touchdowns to Todd Peterson. 

But he also threw two interceptions. 

And those are what he was talk- 
ing about afterward. 

“Two mistakes, probably the 
only two I made,” he said. 

The first, on a slant route, was tipped by Trojan defen- 
sive end Kyle Moore and into the hands of cornerback 
Terrell Thomas, who returned it 19 yards to the Nebraska 
33-yard line. 

Five plays later, USC had a touchdown. 

The second was picked off by Moore, who returned it 24 
yards to the Cornhusker 1-yard line. USC blitzed on the 
play, “from the field,” Keller said. “And when they bring a 
blitz from the ‘field,’ the defensive end — they call it a 
‘skip’ player — he bounces out from the line. I didn’t see 
it.” 

He repeated himself. “Boom, boom, two mistakes that 
I'll take all on my shoulders, and boom, there you have it; 
the game's split open a little bit. But we kept fighting, and 
that’s all you can do.” 

The truth is, Keller should not have shouldered the bur- 
den of the 49-31 loss. There was more than enough burden 
to go around, on both sides of the ball. The 49 points, for 
instance, were the most Nebraska had given up at home 
since 1945, when Minnesota scored 61. That's 61, as in six, 
one. 
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Quarterback Sam Keller (9) gets the pass off, with the help of a 
block from I-back Cody Glenn (34), who upends USC defensive 
end Derek Simmons (90). 


Also, “we put a lot of pressure on our passing game,” 
offensive guard Matt Slauson said. 

“To pass the ball you've got to be able to run.” 

And the Cornhuskers certainly couldn’t do that. Their 
rushing net was 31 yards, and even if the yardage from 
two sacks had been added back in, they wouldn’t have 
averaged 2 yards per carry. “That will be criticized heavi- 
ly, I’m sure,” coach Bill Callahan said of the lack of bal- 
ance. 

“T thought we had a good mix early during the game.” 

But when Nebraska fell behind, “we did have to open it 
up a little bit more than we wanted to,” he said. “You're 
going to have to throw a little bit more. So your rushing 


RUSHING OFFENSE 
Nebraska rushed 28 times for 31 yards. 
Obviously, that won't get it done. Coach Bill 
Callahan remained confident in the running game, 
however. “We can run the ball,” he said. “We can 
still run the ball. There’s no question about that.” 


PASSING OFFENSE 

The offensive game plan was to be “completely 
balanced,” said quarterback Sam Keller. “We didn’t 
want to be predictable at all. We would have liked 
to have more success rushing, but given that we 
didn’t, we had to throw it a lot.” He threw two inter- 
ceptions and was sacked twice. But he also held 
firm against defenders who “pride themselves at 
rushing the passer and defending the pass,” 
Callahan said. 


RUSHING DEFENSE 

USC set the tone quickly, with runs of 50 and 40 
yards on its first two plays from scrimmage. The 
Trojans finished with 313 rushing yards, the most 
against Nebraska since 2003, when Texas rushed 
for 353 yards. USC averaged 8.2 yards per carry. “It 
seemed we kind of got gutted right up the middle,” 
senior strongside linebacker Bo Ruud said. “I’m not 
sure exactly what happened, but something went 
wrong inside and we didn’t stop the run.” 


PASSING DEFENSE 
The Cornhuskers didn’t sack USC’s John David 
Booty, who was efficient but not spectacular. “They 
didn't need to pass,” said Ruud. “| mean, they 
would have had to if we could stop the run, but we 
didn’t stop it.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

USC took the lead for good with 6:50 left in the 
first half on a touchdown on a possession that fol- 
lowed a 49-yard kickoff return. But the return was- 
n't a result of poor coverage; quite the contrary. The 
Trojans’ Vincent Joseph returned the Adi Kunalic 
kickoff 18 yards and fumbled the ball away from the 
coverage, allowing Malcolm Smith to scoop it up 
and go 31 more yards. “That was a weird play 
because we had it covered,” Callahan said. “All of 
Our coverage was on the returner that we tackled.” 


totals are going to be a little bit lower. I think the common 
football fan would normally understand that. 

“Anybody who has common sense in that respect 
would understand that, pretty much.” 
Momentum shifted with the interceptions, but it had 
already begun to turn before halftime, when a fumbled 
USC kickoff return ended up in the hands of another 


Trojan. 

That play led to the go-ahead touchdown. 

“You've got to have good fortune,” said Callahan. Even though some had begun question- 
“You've got to have some breaks go your way as well. We ing the validity of USC's No. 1 ranking fol- 


lowing a lackluster win against Idaho and then an 


“a are au ff-week, there was a reason the Trojans were atop 
thought there was a shift (in momentum), and it’s a 9 ues Ss i 
8 means enti) the Associated Press poll. Beating a No. 1 team is no 


game of momentuny; oe 1G If swings back and forth. small task. Nebraska is now 1-10 all-time against No. 
It definitely swung in their favor. ; niteamen 
Still, “we had time to recover. We felt coming in the half 


weren't able to get those breaks when we needed them. 
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THEY SHALL NOT SACK 

Nebraska hadn't allowed a sack in the first two games. That streak lasted less 
than 2 minutes, when USC defensive end Lawrence Jackson dropped Sam Keller 
for a 4-yard loss on third down, forcing a Dan Titchener punt. Keller was sacked 
only one other time. 


SATURDAY NIGHT LIGHTS 

The Cornhuskers are now 24-3 in night games at Memorial Stadium. Their 
only other losses under the lights there were against Texas (27-24) in 2002 and 
Washington (36-21) in 1991. The first night game at Memorial Stadium was 
against Florida State in 1986. 


DISCONCERTING 

Cody Glenn scored the first of his two touchdowns from 1 yard after the 
Cornhuskers got a second chance. They lined up for a field goal on fourth-and-2 
from the 4-yard line, but USC was penalized for what the official called “discon- 
certing.” The defense can not disrupt the offense by calling signals that simulate 
offensive signals. The penalty gave Nebraska a first-and-goal at the 2-yard line. 


WELCOME, RECRUITS 

As is usually the case at home games, more than two dozen prospective 
Cornhusker recruits were on-hand for the game. With ABC television on hand, 
Nebraska received valuable recruiting exposure. The visitors, making both official 
and unofficial visits, included some who already have made oral commitments for 
the 2008 class and some who are potential members of the 2009 class. 

“We're always going to have players here,” coach Bill Callahan said of home 
games, beforehand. But “| think this match-up allows for more interest because 
it's the No. 1 team in the country.” 


NATIONAL STAGE 

It seemed like old times. The Nebraska sports information office issued more 
than 600 media credentials (375 for Nevada), including 185 to ESPN/ABC. The New 
York Times and the Washington Post were represented at the game, as were 
Sports Illustrated and The Sporting News. 


MORE TV EXPOSURE 

Not only did ABC televise the game nationally but also ESPN brought “College 
GameDay” to town for the first time since 2001. Chris Fowler, Lee Corso, Kirk 
Herbstreit and Desmond Howard went on the air for the two-hour show at 9 a.m., 
with the gates at Memorial Stadium opening at 7:30 a.m. 

The loss was Nebraska's first with “GameDay” in Lincoln, after five victories. 
The other visits were: Oklahoma, 2001; Notre Dame, 2001; Washington, 1998; 
Colorado, 1994 and UCLA, 1994. 

Nebraska set the unofficial “GameDay” attendance record for the 2001 Notre 
Dame game, 15,808. 


YOU KNOW YOU'RE A REDNECK, WHEN ... 

USC practiced at Omaha Westside High School on Friday before visiting 
Memorial Stadium for its walk-through. The Trojans stayed in Omaha, in close 
proximity to Westside High. 

The practice drew so much fan interest that coach Pete Carroll moved the prac- 
tice from the football field to the baseball field, which also includes FieldTurf, for 
privacy. The Omaha World-Herald reported that a Trojan assistant coach called a 
group of enthusiastic fans “rednecks.” 


BRIEFLY 

® Senior linebacker Lance Brandenburgh was a fourth captain for the 
Cornhuskers, joining Bo Ruud, Brett Byford and Zack Bowman for the coin toss. 

@ Senior wide receiver Maurice Purify caught a career-high seven passes for 
80 yards. 

@ Senior wide receiver Terrence Nunn caught four passes for 57 yards. He has 
now caught at least one pass in 30 consecutive games, dating to his freshman sea- 
son. Johnny Rodgers holds the school record, with catches in 38 consecutive 
games, Nunn moved past Matt Davison in career-receiving yards. 

@ Nebraska quarterback Sam Keller was a guest on Jim Rome’s nationally syn- 
dicated radio show on the Wednesday before the game. So much for “jungle 
karma.” Well, USC defensive end Lawrence Jackson was on the Rome show, too, 
in a segment after Keller. 

@ Comedian Will Ferrell was among the celebrities on the USC sideline. Actor 
Keanu Reeves also attended the game. Rumors spread by the Internet had others 
such as Snoop Dog and Henry Winkler making appearances in Lincoln, as well. 
There was no confirmation, however. ll 
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Nebraska linebacker Steve Octavien makes a diving tack 


pitt ae = aN 
NU wide receiver Todd Peterson eludes USC linebacker 
ter touchdown receptions. The scoring plays covered 20 


i 


e on USC tight end Fred Davis. Octavien finished with eight tackles. 


we were still in this. We felt 
confident coming out in the 
second half, but to no 
avail,” Callahan said. 

The Cornhuskers didn’t 
quit, however, scoring on 
the two touchdown passes 
to Peterson in the final 4:32 
of the game. “As an offense 
we just kept fighting. We 
kept going after them, kept 
doing what we could do, 
kept scrapping,” — said 
Keller. “I’m proud of my 
guys... 

“I’m just proud of the 
guys not going in the tank.” 

A reporter described the 
final two touchdowns as 
“garbage time,” to which 
Keller took issue. “That's 
not garbage time to us,” he 
said. “The game is four 
quarters long, and we're 
putting as many points on 
the board as we can. We 
have guys with character. 
We're not going to stop 
fighting.” 


” 


Soe 


Vialcolm Smith on one of his two fourth-quar- 
and 18 yards. 


OFFENSE 

Despite the two interceptions early in the sec- 
ond half, quarterback Sam Keller turned in a 
“solid performance," according to coach Bill 
Callahan. He completed 36-of- 
54 passes for 389 yards and two 
touchdowns. The 389 yards 
were the fourth-most in 
Cornhusker history and the 
most against a _ nationally 
ranked opponent. “| thought he 
played tough,” said Callahan. “| 
thought he was gutty in the 
pocket. He took some hits. He 
really competed. We've just got to get him a lit- 
tle more help and balance up the attack a little 
bit more, and | think we'll be fine.” 


DEFENSE 

Linebacker Steve Octavien was involved in 
eight tackles, as was safety Larry Asante. Two of 
Octavien’s were for losses. The 
senior from Naples, Fla., was as 
perplexed as anyone as to why 
USC was able to run so effec- 
tively. “It was a lot of miscues,” 
he said. “A lot of us didn’t do 
the things we were supposed to 
do... |’m not sure what exactly 
happened. It might have been, 
at times, some of us were trying 
to do too much. But defensive-wise, we didn’t 
play up to par.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Redshirted freshman Alex Henery kicked a 
["— 37-yard field goal (the longest of 
his young career) with 9:04 
remaining in the first half to give 
the Cornhuskers a 10-7 lead. He 
is now three-for-three on the 
season. He also pinned the 
Trojans at their 4-yard line in the 
first quarter with a 32-yard 
“pooch” punt, after lining up as 
if he were going to attempt a 55- 


Sam Keller 


Steve Octavien 


Alex Henery 


yard field goal. 


Three Cornhuskers left the game with injuries: 
offensive guard Andy Christensen (knee), corner- 
back Zack Bowman (hamstring) and safety Tierre 
Green (shoulder). The extent of the injuries was 
unclear immediately afterward. USC cornerback 
Vincent Joseph suffered a bruised larynx on a 
kickoff return with 8:51 remaining in the first half 
and was taken to a local hospital. Later in the 
half, the Trojans’ Alfred Rowe suffered a concus- 
sion and did not return. 
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Game STATS 
[Scone | 


Sept. 15, 2007 
Memorial Stadium Lincoln, Neb. 
Attendance 84,959 


1 2 3 4 F 
usc 7 14 21 7 49 
Nebraska 7 3 0 21 31 


First Quarter 


USC Havili Pass from Booty 5-yards 
(Buehler Kick) 10:49 7 0 
Drive: 4 plays 96 yds 1:38 


NU Glenn 1-yard Run 
(Henery Kick) 01:03 7 7 
Drive: 10 plays 52 yds 4:19 


Second Quarter 


NU Henery 37-yard Field Goal 09:04 7 10 NU's Rickey Thenarse knocks the football away from USC's Vincent Joseph on a kickoff 
Drive: 10 plays 56 yds 4:40 return in the second quarter. USC's Malcolm Smith picked up the fumble and took it another 
USC Havili 2-yard Run 31 yards. Joseph was injured on the play, reportedly suffering a bruised larynx. 
(Buehler Kick) 06:50 14 10 


Drive: 5 plays 45 yds 2:01 
Pen DIVIBDUAL cs 


USC Johnson 7-yard Run 


Drives 9 plays 73 yds 3:52 a oe usc NEBRASKA 


RUSHING RUSHING 
Third Quarter No Gain Lost Net Avg TD Lg No Gain Lost Net Avg TD Lg 
USC McCoy Pass from Booty 2-yards Johnson 1 144 0 144 13.1 1 32 Lucky 7 4 13 33°19 0 13 
(Buehler Kick) 11:29 28 10 Gable 4 69 0 69 17.2 0 40 Glenn 8 2 1 20 25 2 12 
Drive: 5 plays 33 yds 1:54 Havili 2 52 0 52 26.0 1 50 Nunn 1 0 3. 3 30 0 0 
Washington 12 43 oO 43° 3.6 2 16 Keller ma 0 19 -19 9.5 O 0 
USC Washington 1-yard Run McKnight 1 5 0 5 50 0 5 Total 28 67 36 31 1.1 2 13 
Buehler Kick) 09:14 35 10 Bradford 6 13 9 4 07 1 6 
Hea 3 plays 1 yds 1:26 Sanchez 1 CY) 0 0 00 0 Oo PASSING 
Booty 1 0 4-4 -40 0 0 Att Comp % Int Yds TD Lg 
i i Total 38 326 13 313 82 5 50 Keller 5436 6.702389) 221 
saa te are “210 Total 54 36 «66.7 2 389 2 21 
rete ; . PASSING 
Drive:siplays G2. ydsie:03 Att Comp % Int Yds TD Lg RECEIVING 
Booty 30 «19 «633°0=«O 14821 No Yds 1D Lg 
AGI Pourth\ Quarter Total 30 19 633 0 144 2 21 Purify 7 80 0 15 
enn yard Fun Peterson 5 74 2 21 
(Henery Kick) 12:09 42 W7 
a : RECEIVING Nunn 4 57 0 19 
Drive: 6 plays 34 yds 1:44 lo Yds TD Lg Swift 4 56 0 21 
Davis 3 38 0 417 Glenn 4 46 0 19 
USC Bradford 6-yard Run Ausberry 3 35 0 21 Lucky 6 41 0 7 
(Buehler Kick) 06:45 49 7 Turner 3 24. 0 11 Erickson 2 21 0 14 
Drive: 12 plays 90 yds 5:16 Walker 2 23°40 18 Hill 2 10 0 7 
Havili 3 22°41 11 Hard 2 4 0 4 
NU Peterson Pass from Keller 20-yards Johnson 1 4 0 4 Total 36 389 2 21 
(Hill Pass Good) 04:32 49 25 Hazelton 1 2 0 2 
Drive: 7 plays 77 yds 2:04 McCoy 1 2 1 2 PUNT RETURNS 
McKnight 1 0 0 0 No Yds TD Lg 
NU Peterson Pass from Keller 18-yards Johnson 1 6 0 0 Grixby 2 4 0 2 
(Keller Pass Fail) 00:51 49 31 Total 19 144-2 © «21 ~~ Total 2 4 
Drive: 8 plays 91 yds 1:36 
PUNT RETURNS KICKOFF RETURNS 
No Yds TD lg No Yds TD lg 
Total 1 2 © 0 Jones 4 86 o 31 
Total 9 19% oO 31 
usc NU 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Total mira i Downs Be a No Yds TD lg PUNTING 
ees 4 40 Joseph 2 34 0 18 No Avg Lg Blk TB FC 50+In 20 
Pecan q . Smith o 31 0 31 Titchener 5 388 46 0 0 3 O 1 
Rushing Atiomipte ee as Gable 4 2 0 19 Henery 1 320 32 0 0 0 0O 1 
viva’ Gotnes Roskiag nee a Total 4 0 31 ~~ Total 6377 46 0 0 3 0 2 
Yards Lost Rushing 13 36 PUNTING FIELD GOALS 
Net Yards Rushing 313 31 No Avg Lg BIk TB FC 50+ In 20 Made Att Lg Blkd 
Net Yards Passing 144 389 Woidneck 4 41.0 50 0 0 1 1 2 Henery 1 1 37 0 
pases Seed 30 54 Total 4 410 50 0 0 1 1 2 Total 1 1 37 to) 
asses Complete: 19 36 
Had Intercepted 0 2 DEFENSE LEADERS DEFENSE 
Percent Completion 63.3% 66.7% Solo Ast Tot TFL Sack PD FF FR Solo Ast Tot TFL Sack PD FF FR 
Yards per Attempt 48 72 Rivers 7 3 10 00 00 1 0 0 Asante 4 4 8 00 00 0 1 
Yards per Completion 7.6 10.8 Harris 4 3 7 00 00 0 0 0 Octavien 2 8 153 00 0 0 0 
Total Offensive Plays 68 82 Maiava 6 2 7 11 00 1 00 Brandenburgh3. 3 6 «400-0 00 0 0 0 
Total Net Yards 457 420 2 4 6 155 14 0 0 0 Potter 1 5 6 051 00 0 0 0 
Avg: Gain Per Play 67 54 2 4 6 153 00 0 0 0 Ruud 3 3 6 16 00 1 #10 
Fumbles: No-Lost 5.1 0.0 2 4 6 00 00 1 0 O Suh 3 1 4 17 00 0 0 0 
Penalties: No- : : 2 3 5 115 115 2 0 0 Thenase 93 1 4 00 00 0 1 0 
ponaliier Wvesyerds Wee Goss 2 3 5 11 00 0 0 0 Dillard 1 2 3 00 00 0 0 0 
‘Avg. Per Punt “0377 Galippo 2 2 4 00 00 0 0 0 Green 1 2 3 00 00 0 0 0 
Avg. Net Punt i00. Sao Ellison 2 1 3 13 00 0 0 0 Murillo 2 1 3 00 00 0 0 0 
‘Gant Returns: to Navde 1-42) 4 Thomas 3.0 3 00 00 0 0 0 Steinkuhler 0 3 3 00 00 0 0 0 
; y Bradford 2 0 2 00 00 0 0 0 Jones 0 2 2 00 00 0 0 0 
Kickoff Returns: No-Yards 384 9-196 
i ‘ Brown 1 1 2 00 00 0 0 0 McKeon 0 2 2 00 00 0 0 1 
interception Returns: No-Yds 2.43 0 Moore 1 1 2 00 00 0 0 0 Blue 0 1 1 00 00 0 0 0 
Fumble Returns: No-Yards 0-0 1-11 if 6 
i Williams 1 1 2 00 00 0 0 0 Bowman 1 0 1 00 00 0 0 0 
Miscellaneous Yards 0 0 Wright 2 0 2 00 00 0 0 0 Erickson o 1 #1 #00 00 0 0 0 
Possession Time 29:02 30:58 Grixby 1 0 7 00 00 0 0 0 
Third-Down Conversions 5-10 8-17 INTERCEPTION RETURNS Hill 1 0 1 #00 00 0 0 0 
Percentage ; 50.0% 47.1% No Yds TD Lg Kunalic 1 0 7 00 00 0 0 0 
Fourth-Down Conversions 1-1 0-0 Moore 1 24 0 24 Murtha 1 0 1 00 00 O o 0 
Percentage 100.0% 0.0%. Thomas 1 19 0 19 Peterson 1 0 7 00 00 0 0 0 
Sacks By: No-Yards 2.19 0-0 Total 2 43 0 24 Turner o 1 1 00 00 1 0 O 
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G NoGain Lost Net Avg TD Lg Yd/G 


Lucky, Marlon 3 71 373° 17 «366 5.0 4 31 1187 
Castille, Quentin 3 24 106 0 106 4.4 2 18 353 
Glenn, Cody 2 16 57 8 49 31 220 245 
Culbert, Major Oi ey eS pa ad eshte 
Helu, Roy 1 6 26 0 26 43 0 13 260 
Ganz, Joe ‘bi 0 ee Oe) S50 
Nunn, Terrence 3 1 0 3 330 0 0 -10 
Keller, Sam 3 4 5 23 -18 -45 0 0 -60 
PASSING 
G AttComp %Int Yds TD Lg YD/G 
Keller, Sam 3120 74 61.7 5 840 4 30 280.0 
Ganz, Joe and 11000 0 19 0 19 19.0 
RECEIVING 
G No Yds Avg TD Lg Yd/G 
Nunn, Terrence 3. 12 176 «147 «0 30 587 
Swift, Nate 3 11 129) 11.7 [if ht 43.0 
Purify, Maurice 2 10 110 110 0 15 55.0 
Lucky, Marlon Sian) 108 ee See SG.0 
Petorson, Todd 9G EA ah 2 eh Figg 
Hardy, Frantz 3 5 48 98 0) 24 160 
Glenn, Cody 2 4 46 115) 40) Ae) 23:0 
Erickson, Dan Si) 40/33) 0) 919) 183 
Hill, Sean 3 3 35 11.7 i 25 W7 
McNeill, Mike 2 1 2% 20 O 2 125 
Teafatiller, Hunter A ah 0. The TS 
Sand, Andy 3 1 15 15.0 0 15 5.0 
Young, Drew 2a meTsieria Ole O14 7.0 
Paul, Niles it 4 60 Or BGO 
Brooks, Chris 1 1 4 4.0 0 4 4.0 
PUNT RETURNS 
G No Yds Avg TD Lg Yd/G 
Jones, Andre Syed eun24u 2d00y (0124. 1810 
Grixby, Cortney Shap Some DSemeTem tO YG. | 22:7. 
Blue, Anthony 3 S00 0 00 
Nunn, Terrence Bh =) OO Oh 00 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
G No Yds Avg TD Lg Yd/G 
Grixby, Cortney 3 11 274 249 0 42 913 
Jones, Andre 3 4) $86) 216) Om 131) 128.7; 
Brandenburgh, Lance 3 1 7 70 0 7 23 
PUNTING 
G No Avg Lg Bik TB FC 50+In 20 
Titchener, Dan Bi We Gi TOMO a 
Henery, Alex S 2 0 e 0 OO OF 
FIELD GOALS 
G Att Made Lg Bikd 
Henery, Alex 3 3 3 37 0 
Kunalic, Adi 3 1 1 46 0 


DEFENSE LEADERS 


GTack Ast Tot TFLSack PD FF FR 
Asante, Larry Se A COR ap gio et) 
Octavien, Steve 3 15 4 19 417 04 1 0 O 
Potter, Zach kesh Gi eee tS) 0) 
Dillard, Phillip ‘diet (Bi =aileth= 10-07 0-0) 40h 40% - <0 
Mckeon,Corey 3 5 6 11 12 00 1 0 1 
Murillo, Armando 3 6 5 11 00 00 2 0 0 
Ruud, Bo gh XY Ai SO a) a 60) 
Brandenburgh, Lance3. 6 4 10 0-0 00 0 0 O 
Bowman, Zackary 3 6 3 9 00 00 0 0 O 
Suh,Ndamukong 3 8 1 9 3-16 00 0 0 O 
Green, Tierre 3) 2) 6) a8) 20-0p 50-01 ie <0) tO 
Grixby, Cortney 3 6 1 #7 11 00 2 0 O 
Turner, Barry Qe ome Beent7genO-Sue (vot “jens Oh m0) 
TEAM STATISTICS NU OPP 
Total First Downs 84 49 
Rushing 30 28 
Passing 43 18 
Penalty " 3 
Total Net Yards 1418 1018 
Total Plays 253 196 
Yards Per Play 5.6 5.2 
Yards Per Game 472.7 339.3 
Rushing Attempts-Yards 132-559 115-626 
Yards Per Attempt 4,2 5.4 
Yards Per Game 186.3 208.7 
Pass Att.-Comp.Int. 121-15-5 81-40-3 
Passing Yards 859 392 
Yards Per Completion 11.5 9.8 
Yards Per Game 286.3 130.7 
Punting: No.-Avg. 13-41.5 21-39.9 
Fumbles-Lost 24 6-1 
Penalties-Yards 19-136 28-239, 
Sacks By-Yds. Lost 2-12 2419 
Third-Down Conversions 18-47 15-43 
Conversion Pct. 38,3 34.9 
Fourth-Down Conversions 35 3-4 
Conversion Pet. 60.0 75.0 
Avg. Time Of Possession 33:12 26:48 
Scoring 1st 2nd 3rd 4th OT TOT 
Nebraska 7 27 31 28 0 103 
Opponents 7 3428 7 o 76 


Ball State 
Sept. 22 


Location: Muncie, Ind. 


Enrollment: 17,285 EC 
2007 record: 2-1 pe ft 
Coach: Brady Hoke, 5th ad 
year 


Series: First meeting 


11:30 a.m., FSN Pay-Per-View 
Memorial Stadium, Lincoln, Neb. 


Quick Facts 


Jake Hogue kicked a 24-yard 
field goal in overtime as Ball State 
slipped past Navy 24-21 in overtime to 
improve to 2-1. 

Sophomore tailback MiQuale 
Lewis rushed for 161 yards against 


Friday, Sept. 14 

Troy 41, Oklahoma State 23 
Saturday, Sept. 15 

USC 49, Nebraska 31 
lowa State 15, lowa 13 
Florida State 16, Colorado 6 
Missouri 52, Western Michigan 24 
Kansas 45, Toledo 13 
Kansas State 61, Missouri State 10 
Texas 35, Central Florida 32 
Oklahoma 54, Utah State 3 
Texas A&M 54, UL-Monroe 14 
Texas Tech 59, Rice 24 
Baylor 34, Texas State 27 


Navy, his first career 100-yard game. He 
also caught a touchdown pass. 

The Cardinals will be playing 
their third straight road game, before 
returning home to face Buffalo, 
coached by former Nebraska assistant 
Turner Gill on Sept. 29. 


Cardinal to Watch 


Sophomore quarterback Nate Davis 
has passed for 781 yards and eight 
touchdowns in Ball 
State’s first three 
games. Last season 
as a freshman, he 
completed 61 per- 
cent and passed for 
1,975 yards and 18 
touchdowns, which 
tied the school 
record. He threw for 
a career-high 298 yards against 
Northern Illinois in his first career start. 


lowa State 
Sept. 29 


Location: Ames, lowa 
Enrollment: 23,710 
2007 record: 1-2 
Coach: Gene Chizik, 1st 
year 

Series: Nebraska leads 83-16-2 

Time: TBA 
Memorial Stadium, Lincoln, Neb. 
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THE PAUL FELL PREDICTION 


~ BALL 
eae 


WELCOME CENTER, 
WON'T YOU..? 


SEPTEMBER 22, 2007 
AFTER FACING TWO TOP-TIER OPPONENTS IN A 
ROW, THE HUSKERS AREN'T ABOUT TO TAKE THE 
CARDS LIGHTLY. 


rN F 
20-22 


Brian Hill Mike Babcock Terry Douglass Sean Callahan Kevin Kugler 
Editor Cont. Editor GL Independent KFAB/Rivals.com 1620 The Zone-Omaha 
(Guest 
Ball State Nebraska 55, Nebraska 45, | Nebraska 51, —_ Nebraska 48, Nebraska 47, 
@Nebraska Ball State 22 Ball State 6 Ball State 7 Ball State 13 Ball State 17 
Texas Tech Okla. St. 37, Okla. St. 38, Texas Tech 37, Okla. St.51, Texas Tech 49, 


@Oklahoma St. Texas Tech 35 Texas Tech 35 Okla. St.31 Texas Tech 41 Okla. St. 24 


Texas Ag Texas A&M 24, Miami 28, Miami 20, Miami 24, Texas A&M 21, 
@Miami Miami 21 Texas A&M 27 Texas A&M 14 Texas A&M 20 Miami 16 
South Carolina LSU 37, LSU 42, LSU 44, LSU 31, LSU 41, 
@1su S.Carolina17  S.Carolina3  S.Carolina13_ S$. Carolina13_—_‘S. Carolina 17 
last Week 22 341 22 341 2-2 
Season 9-3 10-2 10-2 10-2 9-3 
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Cooper more 
comfortable, 
confident as 
a sophomore 


By Bob Hamar 


f there was a weak spot on 
the 2006 Nebraska volleyball 
team, it had to be at the sec- 

ond middle blocker spot. 
The Huskers used both 
Amanda Gates and_ true 
freshman Kori Cooper at that posi- 
tion. The book on John Cook’s team 
said concentrate on stopping the rest 
of the Huskers, and let Cooper or 
Gates go. 

Well, if there’s a weak spot on the 
2007 Husker team, nobody found it 
early in the season, and it certainly 
wasn’t Kori Cooper. 

Cooper averaged 1.67 kills per 
game as a freshman a year ago. In the 
first seven matches of 2007, she aver- 
aged 2.21 kills per game while hitting 
a solid .32 

For Cooper, it was just a matter of 
maturing from a wide-eyed freshman 
to a sophomore with a national 
championship ring dangling from 
her finger. 

“Every year, you're going to get 
more and more comfortable,” Cooper 
said. “Definitely going from being a 
freshman to a sophomore, I’ve 
gained a lot of confidence, and I feel 
better on the court and more comfort- 
able with the team. | think it’s that 
way for everybody.” 

Nebraska coach John Cook cer- 
tainly sees a more comfortable, confi- 
dent and affective Cooper on the 
floor. 

“Offensively, she is definitely at a 
higher level than last year,” Cook 
said. “I think also now she under- 
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Sophomore middle blocker Kori Cooper reached double figures in kills twice in the 
first seven matches, with 10 against No. 5 UCLA and 10 vs. No. 3 Penn State. 


stands our blocking system. She 
understands where to be on people, 
where to make adjustments. She 
understands blocking. 

“I've always said blocking is the 
most difficult skill transitioning from 
high school and club to college. It is 
by far the most difficult. Players get 
better as they go through their career 
here at blocking.” 

There are certainly other factors 
that go into Cooper’s success. One of 
the biggest is the fact that she is play- 


ing with five other All-Americans on 
the court. 

Opponents have to decide where to 
focus their defensive effort, and with 
2006 player of the year Sarah Pavan, 
2005 player of the year Christina 
Houghtelling, first-team All- 
American Jordan Larson and second- 
team All-American Tracy Stalls all on 
the floor, they won't be focusing on 
Cooper. 

“Cooper is going to be the one that 
everybody forgets about,” Cook said. 


a- Level’ 


“If she can have big matches and 
make people pay, then that makes us 
a better team. 

“Many teams are going to do 
everything they can to stop Sarah. 


Kori is next to Sarah in two rotations. 
So if Kori can take away some of that 
pressure off, it makes teams have to 
think about how much they are going 
to commit to stopping Sarah.” 
Cooper doesn’t take much credit 
for her increased production. Sure, 
she worked hard in the off-season to 
get stronger, but Cooper said all her 
teammates have to be playing well for 


her to be successful. 

“‘T've gained a lot of confidence,” 
Cooper said. “It feels really good to 
have a couple of good games under 
my belt, but really any good game out 
of the middle is just a product of how 
the team plays, how the team passes. 
You can’t get kills in the middle unless 
the team is passing really well. It just 
shows how hard the team is working 
on passing.” 

Cooper had to work hard way 
before she got to Nebraska. The hard- 
est work began her senior year at 
Amarillo High School in Amarillo, 
Texas, when she blew out her knee six 
matches into the season. 

“Tt was disappointing, and it took a 
while to get past it,” Cooper said of 
the knee injury. “I just really tried to 
focus on what I had in my future at 
Nebraska.” 

Cooper chose Nebraska over Texas 
A&M, Florida, Texas and Tennessee 
after being rated the No. 12 player in 
the country by Prepvolleyball.com. 

“T kind of wanted to get out of 
Texas just because I’d been there my 
entire life,” Cooper said. “Nebraska 
was just a great fit. They told me I’d 
have a chance to win a national cham- 
pionship, which I did.” 

Cooper graduated from Amarillo 
High a semester early and arrived in 
Lincoln in January of 2006. Arriving in 
Lincoln early turned out to be the best 
thing for Cooper to do. It gave her 
time to rehab her knee before being 
thrust into college life as a Nebraska 
volleyball player. 

“As soon as | came in, the team just 
embraced me, made me feel right at 
home,” Cooper said. “That really 
helped with the transition.” 

As Cooper moved from her fresh- 
man to sophomore seasons she con- 
centrated on getting stronger. That 
added strength, combined with get- 
ting comfortable with setter Rachel 
Holloway, has made Cooper into a 
player opponents can’t ignore. 

“We challenged her to physically get 
stronger,” Cook said. “She’s worked 
really hard on that. I think she’s seeing 


the results of that. I also think her and 
Holloway have a really good connec- 
tion going. They’re a year older and 
wiser, We’re seeing the results of 
that.” 


Bob Hamar covers the Nebraska volleyball 
team for the Grand Island (Neb.) 
Independent. He can be reached at 
bob.hamar@theindependent.com 


AVCA Showcase 
At Qwest Center Omaha 
Aug. 24 vs. Tennessee W 3-0 
Aug. 25 vs. UCLA W 3-1 
Holiday Inn Classic 
NU Coliseum/Qwest Center Omaha 
Aug. 31 vs. Creighton (NU) W 3-0 
Sept.2 vs. Penn St. (Omaha) W 3-0 
Sept. 3 vs. Cal Poly (NU) W 3-0 


Ameritas Players Challenge 
NU Coliseum 

vs. Duke 

vs. New Mexico St. 


W 3-0 
W 3-0 


Sept. 7 
Sept. 8 


(Home matches at NU Coliseum, unless noted) 


Sept. 12 Texas W 3-0 
Sept. 15 @Texas Tech TBA 
Sept. 22 Texas A&M TBA 
Sept. 26 @Kansas 7 p.m. 
Sept. 29 Baylor TBA 
Oct.3 Kansas State 7 p.m. 
Oct.6 @Colorado 7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 10 lowa State 7 p.m. 
Oct. 13 @Oklahoma TBA 
Oct. 17 @Missouri 6:30 p.m. 
Oct. 20 Kansas TBA 

Oct. 21 Hawaii (Devaney) 5 p.m. 
Oct. 24 @Texas 6:30 p.m. 
Oct. 31 Missouri 7 p.m. 
Nov.3  @kKansas State 7 p.m. 
Nov.7 Colorado 7 p.m. 
Nov. 11. @lowa State 3 p.m. 
Nov. 14 @Texas A&M 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 17 Oklahoma 7 p.m. 
Nov. 21 @Baylor 6:30 p.m. 
Nov. 24 Texas Tech 7 p.m. 


Nov. 29-Dec. 2 
NCAA First/Second Rounds 
At Campus Sites 


Dec. 7-8 
NCAA Regionals 
At Campus Sites 


Dec 13-15 
NCAA Final Four 
At Sacramento, Calif. 
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Nebraska junior Trent Price was selected as the recipient of the 2007 Dick Spangler Memorial Golf Scholarship. 


It ‘Means a Lot’ 


NU junior golfer honored 
to receive award named 
for his coach’s father 


By KATELYN KERKHOVE 


here isn’t a better way to be honored than to 
be presented with an award by your coach, 
Trent Price said. 

Well, unless the reward is a scholarship 
under the name of your coach’s father. That's 
even better. 

Price, a junior on the Nebraska men’s golf team, was to 
be honored with the Dick Spangler Memorial Scholarship 
in mid-September during the Spangler Event at 
ArborLinks Golf Course in Nebraska City, Neb. 

Nebraska coach Bill Spangler, Dick Spangler’s son, 
chose Price to receive the award and presented it to him. 
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Spangler’s brothers, Russ and Rich, also were involved in 
the selection process. 

Price said he was honored to have known Dick Spangler. 

“That scholarship, in particular, means a lot just because 
I knew Coach's dad since I was little,” he said. “I’d been out 
to California and played with him, and he helped me learn 
the game a little bit.” 

The scholarship is given annually to a sophomore or 
junior on the Husker men’s golf team who exudes a posi- 
tive attitude and effort as well as great team spirit. The 
recipient must also contribute on the course, bettering the 
team with his play. 

Dick Spangler was a three-time letterwinner for the 
Cornhuskers’ golf team from 1950 to 1952 and was induct- 
ed into the Nebraska Golf Hall of Fame in 1997. He passed 
away from cancer in late 2003. 

“He'd come up at night and really try to help me out,” 
Price said. “It seemed like he was more worried about me 
than himself at times. He wanted me to be having fun and 
me to be doing good.” 

For Bill Spangler, the award is even more sentimental, of 
course. Nebraska's fifth-year coach is excited about the 


number of people donating in honor of his dad. He also was 
excited about the fact that this year’s tournament attracted 
34 teams. 

“This is put on because of a group of people who really 
care,” Spangler said. “It’s pretty special, and Price was the 
logical choice. Dad knew Trent and took a liking to him. I 
know he would approve.” 

An easy-going, honest and cordial player, Price is a friend 
to everyone he meets, according to Spangler, something 
Spangler considers a gift. 

And Price’s contributions back up his winning attitude, 
Spangler said. 

In his two years as a Husker, Price has played the most 
career rounds of any golfer on the 2007-08 roster. He has 
competed in eight events and earned two Top-20 finishes. 
While both of those finishes came during his freshman year, 
Price will be a large asset to this year’s squad, Spangler said. 

As a freshman, Price recorded a 76.3 stroke average 
through 18 rounds of play. His lowest round was a 70 at the 
Ron Moore Invitational where he tied for 34th with a 216 
score, 

After earning a spot in the Big 12 Championship lineup 
for Nebraska, Price finished at 239 over three rounds for 59th 
place. But his best college round of 229 came in the fall of his 
first year when he placed 16th at the Fairway Club Invite in 
Lincoln. 

“Honestly, my first two years have been real average 
because I was in and out of the line-up, never really a lock- 
in to play,” Price said. “I kind of had to qualify to earn my 
spot. It just showed me what it takes to play at that level. You 
have to be good. You can go through high school and be real 
average and be good around here, but the college kids, it’s a 
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whole new level.” 

Most of Price’s sophomore year was devoted to preparing 
him for this year, something he said hasn’t added pressure as 
much as possibility. He expects himself to be in the line-up 
and understands what how much he is supposed to con- 
tribute to the team. 

A graduate of Lincoln’s Southeast High School, Price 
offers the Cornhuskers what he offered his high school team 
— talent. 

He won the 2005 state championship as a senior at 
Southeast and earned all-state recognition both years he par- 
ticipated. While competing for his high school squad, Price 
won the 2002 Junior Match Play title and was a part of 
Nebraska’s junior team at the Nebraska-Kansas Junior Cup 
matches for four years. 

He's hoping those experiences have prepared him for this 
year. 

“Tt was future college players from both states,” Price said. 
“I didn’t really think about it when I was on those cup teams, 
but looking back now, for sure, it was comparable to college 
play.” 

After Nebraska’s first tournament at the St. Mary’s 
Invitational in Pebble Beach, Calif. Sept. 10-11, Price said the 
young team of four freshmen and three juniors looked aver- 
age. 

As the rest of the season rolls on, even with their youth, 
Price believes the Huskers should be able to make it into the 
top six in the Big 12 Conference and qualify for regional play. 

“Tt went all right,” he said of the first weekend. “Definitely 
this year we had no clue what to expect. Now we kind of 
know what we need to work on, and what it’s going to take 
to get back into the top five of most of the tournaments.” i 
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‘Highly Co 


Editor's Note: In late August, the 
week before the start of university 
classes, Huskers Illustrated’s Mike 
Babcock sat down with Doc Sadler to 
interview the coach a year after tak- 
ing charge. This is the second of two 
parts from that interview. 


Sadler: The bottom line is, I think 
you've got to feel comfortable with 
yourself. There’s only one person I’ve 
really got to please besides myself 
and that’s my wife. As long as she’s 
somewhat happy with us then I’m 
fine. I’m not going to please every- 
body. I’m not going to please all the 
players. I could sit here and talk 
about what a great relationship | 
have with everybody, but the fact of 
the matter is, there are going to be 
times where they’re as mad at me as 
they’ve been at anybody. I under- 
stand that. Am I going to let them 
affect me? No, because I’m going to 
be the person I am. I think if anything 
else in the year that I’ve been here, 
people have seen that I’m highly 
competitive. I hate not winning. 

So I’m going to work hard. 
Anything outside that you or a fan or 
anybody else puts on me, I under- 
stand that. I understand I’m not 
going to make everybody happy. I 
can’t say it doesn’t bother me. Sure it 
will bother me. I’m not going to sit 
here and say it doesn’t. And you're 
aware of it. But I can say I’m pretty 
much at peace with who I am and 
what I do, 


Sadler: | don’t think so. In com- 
ing here, you're at the University of 
Nebraska. I don’t ever want to put 
myself in an office and seclude 
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myself from the real world. I’m a peo- 
ple person. I like to go to Beatrice. | 
like to go to Norfolk or Columbus or 
Omaha. I like to be around people. 

If it ever gets to the point that I 
can’t do that, and I’ve said this, I’d be 


happy coaching high school basket- 
ball. But at the same time, saying that, 
the demand on your time being at the 
University of Nebraska, it’s not more 
than I thought it would be. But it is 
every bit what I thought it would be. 


And that part of it, not for me but for 
my family, I’ve got to watch. 

I’m not for sure that I hardly 
turned anybody down (for speaking 
engagements), on anything because I 
think that’s part of my responsibility. 


It's my responsibility to be out there, 
to be a part of Nebraska, a small part 
of it. I realize my responsibility to 
that. But my responsibility should not 
exceed my family. And probably it 
did this last year. It’s something I’m 


tive 


going to be more aware of. Not that I 
don’t want to do those things. But I’ve 
got to be careful. 


Sadler: Ohhh, a lot. 


Sadler: Yeh, but my town I grew 
up in was 2,016. I was out a lot. But 
again, | think that’s my responsibility. 
And not that I’m going to quit. But 
itll never be at the expense of this 
program or my family. And this past 
year, [ think my family probably gave 
a lot. 


Sadler: A lot of them. Probably 
the lowest point, though, was when I 
had to make the decision to dismiss 
Jamel White. I like Jamel. I think Jamel 
is a good person. And I don’t know 
that if | was in year four or five that I 
would have made the same decision. 

But I made the decision because | 
thought in that particular situation 
that it was best for Jamel, and for our 
program. That was probably the low- 
est point. 

People talk about the Kansas game 

. and after the Oklahoma game; I 
was disappointed in that. I really felt 
in the last 15 minutes of that game we 
didn’t compete thinking we could 
win the basketball game. I got proba- 
bly as much criticism coming back 
from the Oklahoma game as any all 
year when | practiced at 5 in the 
morning after getting back at 1 
o'clock, and then coming back and 
practicing again at 3 o’clock, and 
doing that for basically three days, 
practicing two times a day before we 
played Missouri. A lot of people were 
criticizing. But then you go to 
Missouri, you go to Texas Tech and 
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win and everybody thinks, “Man, 
that’s the right medicine.” But those 
two times, probably Jamel and after 
the Oklahoma game were probably 
the two lowest points. 


HI: You say in your fourth or fifth 
year, you might not make the same 
decision regarding White. How 
much of coaching is adjusting, not 
as far as preparing for a particular 
game but rather in how you deal 
with people, players in particular? 


Sadler: | think you'd better 
always be flexible. I think my respon- 
sibility as the basketball coach at 
Nebraska is to always keep in mind, I 
am representing the state of Nebraska 
more than anything else, then it’s the 
university, then it’s my basketball 
team and then it’s my players. I 
believe that. I think our players, when 
they leave here, should feel honored 
that they played for the University of 
Nebraska, for the state of Nebraska. 
Now, that’s the way I feel. 

I'm always going to make the deci- 
sion, I hope, that’s in the best interests 
of everybody. And I know what this 
state stands for, I think. I knew that 
before | came here, and I don’t want 
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maaan ‘today to 


to be a person that came and just 
passed through here and didn’t, in 
some way, give them what they want- 
ed, and that’s a hard-working basket- 
ball team. 


HI: The basketball boosters golf 
tournament in Lincoln over the 
summer was sold out and well- 
attended. Do you plan similar 
events in the future? 


Sadler: I want to expand on that 
even more. I want to do these in dif- 
ferent parts of the state. For whatever 
reason, athletics are bigger than they 
should be. And I’m a part of it. It 
gives people satisfaction or whatever, 
enjoyment from the work week to say 
that they’re part of a program. And I 
feel that all the former players, all the 
former coaches, have done a lot more 
than I’ve done. The people in the state 
of Nebraska should feel a part of this 
program. So it’s my responsibility, | 
believe, to go and be a part of that, 
take it to different places. 


HI: Were you surprised at the 
response by former players, not 
just in attending the golf tourna- 
ment but in their support of what 


you're doing? 


Sadler: Just because you finish 
your eligibility here doesn’t mean 
you're through with the University of 
Nebraska. You're always going to bea 
part of this. I believe the guys who 
played 20 years ago, 50 years ago. . . 
or Marcus (Perry) and Charles 
(Richardson), who both just graduat- 
ed, I think it’s my responsibility to 
make everybody feel like they’re a 
part of it. 

That’s what I’ve 
Everybody talks about — Eric 
Piatkowski and Erick Strickland and 
Tyronn Lue coming back. But there 
were other guys coming back, too, 
and those guys were just as impor- 
tant. So we've got a long, long, long 
way to go to try to get to where we 
want to get to as far as a program is 
concerned. But that’s (getting former 
players involved) just another step, I 
think, that reflects us going in the 
right direction. 


tried to do. 


HI: So feedback from the golf 
tournament was positive? 


Sadler: Oh, 
lievable. Hl 


unbelievable, unbe- 
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Nebraska junior midfielder Selenia lacchelli (right) battles a San Diego State player during a game Sept. 9 at the Nebraska Soccer Field. 
The Huskers generated the bulk of the offense, recording 24 shots to just seven for the Aztecs, but had to settle for a 0-0 tie after two 
overtimes. 
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NOTEBOOK 


He might have been 11-years-old when he attended his 
first Nebraska football game at Memorial Stadium with his 
dad. Andy Christensen isn’t certain. And the Cornhuskers 
might have been playing Central Florida, the way he 
remembers it, which would have been in 1997. 

But then it might have been before that, even. 

Rather than his age at the time, or the particular game he 
attended, consider this. He remembers standing on the seats 
and still not being able to see over those in front of him. 

“T was pretty little,” he said. “It was a while ago.” 

It had to have been. Christensen certainly wouldn't have 
a problem seeing over those in front of him now, not at 6- 
foot-3. The only problem he would have is fitting in the seat. 

The junior offensive guard 
from Bennington, Neb., 
weighs 300 pounds, or a bit 
more, and has broad shoul- 
ders, so broad that teammates 
give him a hard time about it. 
So do the strength coaches. 

His shirt size? “I have no 
clue,” he said. 

It would, however, have 
multiple X’s before the L. 

Christensen isn’t big for a 
Nebraska lineman nowadays. 
Except for the wide shoulders, 
perhaps, he’s fairly typical, the 
size and shape coach Bill 
Callahan is looking to recruit. 

“1 think the profile has 
changed dramatically in the 
type of linemen that we've 
wanted,” Callahan said. 
“What I mean by that is, there 
are big, square, thick, physical 
offensive linemen. We like tall 
guys, obviously, that can pro- 
tect the edge and take on the 
speed rushers. 

“But I think the squareness 
inside is really big.” 

Christensen embodies that 
squareness, as do Mike Huff and Matt Slauson. Huff is list- 
ed at 6-4 and 300 pounds, while Slauson’s roster dimensions 
are officially 6-5, 335. 

The only reason he can play tackle as well as guard, 
Slauson (who claims to be 6-6) said, is because it takes a 
defensive end “about a week to run around me.” Lydon 
Murtha, a tackle, is on record saying Slauson is so wide that 
he “could probably play guard and tackle at the same time.” 

Murtha, by the way, is listed at 6-7 and 305. Carl Nicks, 
the other starting tackle (on the left side), is 6-5, 330, and 
Brett Byford, the center, is 6-3, 300, the same as Christensen. 

Those six are the foundation of Nebraska’s offensive line 
this season, and they average 6-4 1/2 and 312 pounds per 
man. By comparison, arbitrary to be sure, the top six offen- 
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Guard Andy Christensen is listed at 6-foot-3 and 300 pounds. 


sive linemen on the Cornhuskers’ 1997 national champi- 
onship team averaged 6-2 1/2 and 296 pounds, with the 
biggest being tackles Fred Pollack and Eric Anderson — 
both of whom were listed at 6-4 and 305 pounds. 

Clearly, the profile is changing, a fact further reflected in 
young offensive linemen such as redshirted freshmen Keith 
Williams and D.J. Jones, both of whom are listed at 6-5, 310. 

Mike Smith, another redshirted freshman, is tall (6-6) but 
not as heavy (285). But he arrived as a 265-pound defensive 
end, so he’s still growing into an offensive tackle. 

Sophomore Jacob Hickman, who can play any of the line 
positions, is similar size (6-4, 285). 

There are more big linemen on the way, among them 
scholarship freshmen Jaivorio 
Burkes (6-5, 315) and Marcel 
Jones (6-7, 300) as well as 

walk-on Mike Masin (6-6, 
320). 

Depth in the offensive line 
is such that the freshmen like- 
ly will redshirt, though 
Burkes was included on the 
travel roster for the Wake 
Forest game. Last year, 
Williams and D.J. Jones were 
prepared to play if needed 
because of injuries, but they 
never saw the field, preserv- 
ing eligibility. 

Cruz Barrett (6-4, 325) also 
redshirted as a freshman and 
should figure in the mix at 
some point, though his off- 
season preparation was such 
that he wasn’t part of the 
training camp roster. 

Burkes and Marcel Jones 
were impressive during train- 
ing camp, particularly with 
their steep learning curve. “It 
took me months, and they've 
already got it,” Slauson said 
near the end of camp. “I like to 
think I’m a smart guy, and I studied all the time. But I did- 
n't pick it up as fast as they are. 

“They've picked up stuff so fast. Man, that’s awesome 
because they’re going to have a chance to play at lot sooner 
than they would picking it up at the normal rate.” 

In addition, junior college transfers Victory Haines (6-7, 
290) and Jordan Picou (6-2, 305) provide depth in a line that 
is bigger and squarer than those in the past. Players are get- 
ting bigger through strength programs and nutrition. But 
Callahan is looking for those characteristics in evaluating 
recruits. 

That was his plan from day one. “The evolution of the 
offensive line has taken a couple of years to get where it is 
today,” he said. 
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Quick Hits 


QUICK RELEASE 

Early in the season, quarterback Sam Keller was asked about 
his throwing motion. “It comes from a low delivery, but in freeze 
frame, when | let go of the ball, my elbow’s as high as anybody 
else's,” he said, comparing the motion to that of San Diego 
Chargers quarterback Philip Rivers. 

“I'm only comparing my delivery to Philip Rivers,” said Keller. 
“It's low and it ends normal.” 

Keller said the motion was the result of his having played 
catcher in baseball as a youngster. “When you pop up out of your 
stance, as a catcher, it’s up and 
it's out,” he said. “People talk 
about my release being really 
quick. | think it comes from 
(the fact) | don’t wind up at all. 

“It also looks like | have a 
lower delivery.” 

Coach Bill Callahan hasn't 
tried to tinker with his throw- 
ing motion, Keller said. “Our 
coaches always say you don't 
mess with a guy’s stroke. It’s 
the way | throw and I've been 
successful at it.” 

Keller never thought seri- 
ously about playing at the col- 
legiate level, much less pro- 
fessionally, until his junior 
year in high school, so 
whether or not his throwing 
motion was textbook didn’t 
matter. 

“It never was a situation where | thought | was going to keep 
playing,” he said. “They said, ‘Sam, you know you have a chance 
to play college ball.’ | was like, ‘Fine.’ But | didn’t change anything 
about how | threw it. | always had the quick, starting-from-low, 
catcher’s release.” 

The bottom line was, he got results. He was a three-year starter 
at San Ramon Valley High in Danville, Calif., completing 210-of- 
333 passes for 3,282 yards and 38 touchdowns as a senior. He 
threw for 444 yards and five touchdowns in a game against rival 
Monte Vista High. 

Monte Vista’s quarterback was Kyle Wright, who is now in his 
final season of throwing passes for the Miami Hurricanes. He was 
the Gatorade High School Player of the Year as a senior. 

At 6-foot-4 and 240 pounds, Keller is what NFL scouts look for. 
As for his throwing motion, “they‘re always going to find things 
you need to work on,” said Keller. “Nobody’s perfect. My release 
is not going to change. | don’t know how to throw any way else. 
Hey, it gets there, and it gets there fast.” 

And that’s the bottom line, whatever the level of competition. 


Sam Keller shows his delivery. 


BROWN DOWN AGAIN 

The NFL’s opening weekend included several significant 
injuries. A life-threatening spinal cord injury suffered by Buffalo 
Bills tight end Kevin Everett overshadowed all of the others, by far. 
Former Cornhusker Mike Brown suffered a ruptured anterior cru- 
ciate ligament in the fourth quarter of the Chicago Bears’ 14-3 loss 
against the San Diego Chargers and was placed on injured 
reserve, out for the season. The season-ending injury was the 
third in four years for Brown, a Bears captain. 


FORMER HUSKER ASSISTANT 

The first week of the college football season featured a dramat- 
ic upset when Division I-AA defending champion Appalachian 
State went to Ann Arbor and defeated Michigan 34-32. 
Appalachian State, which also won the I-AA title in 2005, is 
coached by Jerry Moore, a former Nebraska assistant. 

Moore was the first of three assistants Tom Osborne hired after 
succeeding Bob Devaney as coach in 1973. The other assistants 
were carryovers from Devaney’s final staff. 
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Moore came from Southern Methodist, where he was an assis- 
tant under coach Hayden Fry. He had to ask Fry for his job back for 
one season, however, after Devaney was persuaded to remain in 
1972 in an attempt to win an unprecedented third consecutive 
national championship. 

Osborne had offered Moore the job before Devaney decided to 
delay his departure as coach. 

Moore replaced Osborne as receivers coach and was at 
Nebraska through the 1978 season. He left to become the head 
coach at North Texas, where he spent two seasons. He then was 
the head coach at Texas Tech, after which he was out of coaching 
for two years. He returned as an assistant at Arkansas before tak- 
ing the job as head coach at Appalachian State, located in Boone, 
N.C. 


WHAT ABOUT BECK 

Harrison Beck, one of the most publicized of coach Bill 
Callahan's recruits, started for the first time at North Carolina State 
in the second week of the season, against Boston College. He 
threw five interceptions and lost a fumble in a 37-17 loss to the 
Eagles. He also completed 26-of-50 passes for 321 yards. The week 
before, Beck came off the bench and nearly rallied the Wolfpack to 
victory against Central Florida, completing 17-of-28 passes for 207 
yards and two touchdowns, with one interception. 


HUSKER MATCH-UP 

Former Husker baseball players Alex Gordon and Joba 
Chamberlain faced each other at Kauffman Stadium in Kansas City 
the first week in September. Gordon singled on a 1-1 pitch from 
Chamberlain, with two outs and no runners on in the bottom of the 
eighth inning. Chamberlain's New York Yankees defeated Gordon’s 
Royals 3-2, as a Big Red-tinged crowd of 27,462 looked on. 

In addition to a vocal Cornhusker contingent, the audience 
included Chamberlain's dad, Harlan, who was watching his son 
pitch in the big leagues in person for the first time. 

Two days earlier, Chamberlain had earned his first victory in the 
majors by setting down the Seattle Mariners in order in the top of 
the seventh inning at Yankee Stadium. The Mariners led 2-1 at the 
time, but the Yankees scored eight runs in the bottom of the inning 
to give him the win. 


HALL OF FAME BOUND 

Nebraska’s Lil’ Red appears to be headed to the Mascot Hall of 
Fame on the strength of 11th-hour voting by Cornhusker fans. Lil’ 
Red trailed Ohio State’s Brutus Buckeye by 2,000 votes the night 
before the on-line voting ended but finished ahead by more than 
7,000 votes. 

Both mascots received more 
than 70,000 votes over the final 
72 hours. 

Other mascots in the colle- 
giate competition were 
Smokey (Tennessee), Big Red 
(Western Kentucky), The Ibis 
(Miami) and Sparty (Michigan 
State). The Mascot Hall of 
Fame, which is operated by a 
group headed by David 
Raymond the original Phillie 
Phanatic, also includes profes- 
sional sports mascots. It is in 
its third year. Two college mas- 
cots have been inducted, Aubie 
(Auburn) and Bucky the Badger 
(Wisconsin). Though fan voting 
is key, a selection committee 
makes the final decision. 

In addition to the Phillie Phanatic, of course, the professional 
sports mascots already in the Hall include the Phoenix Suns’ 
Gorilla, the Utah Jazz Bear, the Famous Chicken, the Houston 
Rockets’ Clutch the Bear and the Kansas City Chiefs’ K.C. Wolf. 


Lil’ Red received more than 
70,000 votes. 
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ACROSS 
4 Ball State campus location 
5 Special teams coordinator 
8 NU’s only Butkus Award winner 


10 Jay Norvell’s current school | | || 
13 1997 Outland Trophy winner af | | Pe a] 
15 Steve Octavien’s home state 


18 Homecoming opponent 

19 Ball State head coach 

20 Career receiving leader 

23 Kicked 2 field goals vs. Wake 
Forest 

25 Sept. 29 opponent 

27 Wears No. 77 

28 Wears No. 88 

29 Corey McKeon’s home state 

30 Leading receiver vs. Wake Forest 


DOWN 
1 Wears No. 5 (defense) 
2 Had first career catch for a TD 
vs. Wake Forest 
3 Frank Solich’s current school 
5 Had interception in end zone vs. 
Wake Forest 

6 1992 Outland Trophy winner 

7 Wears No. 61 

9 Ex-Husker now with Tampa Bay 
11 Nov. 3 opponent 
12 Wears No. 99 
14 NU‘s second Heisman winner 
16 Leading tackler vs. Wake Forest 
17 2003 All-America punter 
21 Career scoring leader 
22 Ball State nickname 
24 Cornerbacks coach 
26 Wears No. 5 (offense) 

Answers in Sept. 29 issue 


HUSKERNUTZ 


IDEAS? 

DO YOU HAVE SOME INSPIRATION 
FOR A HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON? 
IF WE USE YOUR IDEA, WE'LL GIVE 
YOU CREDIT AND SEND YOU AN 
AUTOGRAPHED FULL-COLOR PRINT 
OF YOUR HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON! 


SEND IDEAS TO; PAUL FELL CAR- 
TOONS, 3215 JAMESTOWN LANE, 
LINCOLN, NE 68516 OR EMAIL TO: 


paulfellcartoons@alltel.net 


SEPT. 15 CROSSWORD SOLUTION 
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ISSUES STAND IN THE WAY OF BEING AT AHUSKER a 
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Huskers Iliustrated looks back 
at some of the top stories of 1997 


Oct. 4, 1997: 
Volume 17, No. 10 


BACK IN BLACK 
Fulfilling a life-long dream by again don- 
ning the coveted ‘Blackshirt,’ rush end Chad 
Kelsay is showing that an extra year of 
experience is truly a difference maker. 


WAKING A SLEEPING GIANT 
After leading Western Kentucky to the 
promised land, new hoops coach Paul 
Sanderford looks to show NU the way. 


NATIONAL TITLE HOPES STILL ALIVE 
AFTER 27-14 WIN AT WASHINGTON 

A defining moment in Nebraska's 27-14 victory against 
Washington occurred midway through the fourth quarter, 
with the Cornhuskers facing a second-and-11 inside their 
own 4-yard line. 

They were protecting a relatively comfortable 10-point 
lead. But Washington was No. 2 or No. 3 in the national rank- 
ings, depending on the poll, and the Huskies were playing at 
home, where they lose about as often as Microsoft's Bill 
Gates stops by Super Kmart to stock up on floppy disks. 

Nebraska needed to make something happen, to eliminate 
any doubt. And it did, in a tried and true manner, by “blow- 
ing people off the ball,” said middle linebacker Jay Foreman. 


We a One 


The play was a “34 trap,” with Joel 
Makovicka carrying the ball. The junior full- 
back from Brainard, Neb., took a hand-off 
from quarterback Scott Frost, and by the 
time he got to the line of scrimmage, the 
Cornhusker offensive line had fashioned 
enough of a hole to set him free. 

Makovicka ran 43 yards before being 
tackled, to eliminate effectively any shred of 
optimism among the partisans at Husky 
Stadium. “That’s Nebraska football right 
there,” Foreman said. 

Ten plays later, Kris Brown kicked a 31- 
yard field goal to finish off the No. 6- and No. 
7-ranked Cornhuskers’ first victory against a 
higher-ranked opponent on the road since 
1985, when they upset fifth-ranked 
Oklahoma State 34-24 at Stillwater, Okla. - 
Nebraska was ranked No. 9 going in then. 

Nebraska demonstrated for Washington, with its pass-ori- 
ented West Coast offense, the importance of being able to run 
the ball. In addition, the Cornhuskers showed that anyone who 
thinks what happened to them at Arizona State last season 
was somehow typical is going to be sadly mistaken. 

The Cornhuskers were driven by the memory of that 19-0 
loss. “It's something we don’t want to ever go through again,” 
junior center Josh Heskew said on the Tuesday before the 
Washington game. 

“We got beat by a team we shouldn't get beat by. If we go 
into somebody else’s place and they beat us, we want it to be 
because they're a better team and not because we weren't pre- 
pared.” 

Nebraska was prepared for Washington, as well as better, 
on a warm and clear afternoon alongside idyllic Lake 
Washington... @ 


Fe ] ristian / s is touching 
ethane lives one heals at a time. Since 1954, 


the Fellowship of Christian Athletes has been 
challenging coaches and athletes on the 


professional, college, high school, junior high 
and youth levels to use the powerful medium of 


athletes to impact the world for Jesus Christ. gj 
ty As the largest Christian sports 


ministry in America, FCA focuses 
on serving local communities by 
equipping, empowering and 
encouraging people to make 
a difference for Christ. % 
>) 


FELLOWSHIP OF 
CHRISTIAN ATHLETES 
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Final Worb 


Larger 
Context 


A loss, however disappointing, 
can be offset by success following it 


THE QUESTION WAS OBLIGATORY dur- 
ing the week before the USC game. Every 
Nebraska player was asked if he was treating 
it like any other. And every player’s response 
was the same. 

“It’s just a regular game, senior wide 
receiver Maurice Purify said at the 
Cornhuskers’ weekly news conference on 
Tuesday. “It’s a regular game because it’s our 
next game.” 

Reporters prodded, hoping for a slip. Come on now, is 
that really the case? After all, USC, the program of the 
decade, was bringing a No. 1 national ranking to Memorial 
Stadium. 

“You've got to look at it that way; it’s just another game,” 
said Purify, undeterred. “If you're thinking, ‘Aw, 
they’re great and we're . . .’ If you're nervous and 
you're scared before the game, you're going to 
play like that. I’m not really the nervous type. I 
just go out there and play my game. 

“If I play my game, do my best, then there 
ain’t nothing more to do.” 

OK, different tact. How long have you been 
watching film of the Trojans? 

“T watched film in the offseason,” Purify said. 

Ah ha, so you were looking ahead to the USC 
game. 

“Coach (Ted) Gilmore lent us some clips on 
Dwayne Jarrett and his routes, his touchdowns 
and stuff. | watched that,” said Purify. His pur- 
pose was to improve, not scout. 

Jarrett, also a wide receiver, caught 11 passes 
for 136 yards and two touchdowns in the Trojans’ 28-10 vic- 
tory last season at Los Angeles. He now plays in the NFL. 

“Other than that, I started (film study) yesterday,” Purify 
said. 
Monday, in other words. So in case the point had been 
missed, coach Bill Callahan “doesn’t look ahead to any 
team,” he said. “We prepare for USC the week we're playing 
them.” 

Taking one game at a time is a coaching cliché. But as with 
any cliché, it has a ring of truth. Teams that take one game at 
a time tend to be consistent in preparation and results. 

The cliché also expresses another truth, in a round-about 
way, that games must be taken in the context of a season, 
whether wins or losses. A big victory can be diminished by a 
single unexpected loss, while a loss, however disappointing, 
can be offset by consistent success following it. 

That’s where things stand in the aftermath of a 49-31 loss 
that wasn’t that close. 

Purify and his teammates would be advised to remember 
that when they return to practice in preparation for Ball State. 
Though losing to the No. 1-ranked team, with a national tel- 
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Maurice Purify insisted 
the Huskers don’t look 
ahead to any team. 


evision audience looking on, was a missed opportunity, it 
was one loss, and a nonconference loss at that. 

The program’s progress under Callahan hasn't been 
retarded, though it could have been enhanced certainly, or at 
least it won't have been retarded if the team responds as it 
should. 

Upsetting No. 1 would have provided a confidence boost, 
and it would have drawn attention to what has been accom- 
plished in three years and three games of the Callahan era. 

However, a more important step toward a return to 
national prominence depends on dominance in the Big 12's 
North Division, winning consistently against lowa State, 
Missouri, Kansas, Kansas State and Colorado. If that hap- 
pens, the next step is winning the conference title. 

Then victories against USC-caliber opponents have signif- 
icance beyond what is intrinsically exciting 
about an upset, the immediate euphoria that 
manifests itself in unreserved behavior. 

The last time Nebraska defeated a No. 1- 
ranked team at Memorial Stadium — Oklahoma 
in 1978 — the euphoria turned to the despair of 
a 35-31 loss against Missouri a week later. 

And a month after a dramatic 20-10 victory 
against Oklahoma in 2001, a highlight of Frank 
Solich’s coaching tenure, the Cornhuskers suf- 
fered the most devastating loss in recent history, 
62-36 at Colorado. The program has never been 
the same since that day in Boulder, not really. 
It’s about context, one game among 12, or 13, 
or 14, A loss against lowa State two weeks from 
now would have diminished a victory against 
USC. That’s a more important game, either way. 

Nebraska has yet to crack the Top 10 under Callahan. A 
victory might have allowed the Cornhuskers to climb into 
that rarified air. But the goal isn’t just to get there; it’s to stay 
there. 

This is a good team, moving in the right direction. It’s not 
good enough to look past opponents. No team is, really. 
Michigan's game against Appalachian State was a case in 
point. 

USC wasn’t “just another game,” as Purify described it. Of 
course not. But investing an entire season in one game, 
regardless of the opponent, wouldn’t be wise, either. 

Callahan angered some fans following a 26-20 loss against 
Colorado in the final game of his first season by describing it 
as one game, in one season. Fans don’t see things that way. 
But coaches have to. They look at the larger context, at an ele- 
mental level, practice to practice, game to game. 

USC was one game, in a season that is just beginning. ll 


Mike Babcock is a former sports columnist for the Lincoin Journal 
Star. He has covered Nebraska football for nearly 30 years. Mike can 
be reached at MBABCOCK1@neb.rr.com 

or RO. Box 6782, Lincoin, NE 68506. 
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CHAMPIONSHIP GAME DVD! 


Relive Tia 


The Complete 1996 Fiesta Bowl 
National Championship Game 
in Full Screen Digital Video 
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The Complete 1998 Orange Bowl ® 
National Championship Game 
in Full Screen Digital Video 
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TENNESSEE 17 
ORIGINAL NETWORK BROADCAST 


1998 NATIONAL 


CHAMPIONSHIP GAME CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


The complete full-screen digital video 
original network broadcast of 
Nebraska’s 62-24 rout of Florida in 
the 1996 Fiesta Bowl title game on 
Jan. 1, 1996. 


The complete full-screen digital video 
original network broadcast of 
Nebraska’s 42-17 win over Tennessee 
and QB Peyton Manning in the Orange 
Bowl in Coach Tom Osborne’s finale. 


Shop 24/7 at www.SHOPHuskerslllustrated.com 
Telephone 800.524.9527 


oe Nebraska 


iy SPORTS COUNGILE 


NebraskaSportsCouncil.com 


The Nebraska Sports Council conducts 
nearly 75 sporting events every year and has 
helped raise over $10,000 for other Nebraska 
charities. NSC has also provided the expertise to 
help over 21,000 Nebraskans lose over 
57,000 pounds and log more than 8 million 


miles in the past three years. 
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